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* . ^TO THE PRINTER.

Sir,

A S I know tliat inaccurate accounts of

remarkable events muft at length be

taken for true, and be adopted by the hifto-

rlan, if he is not fupplied with better^ I feel .

myfelf drawn, againft my liking, by the very

imperfect narratives I have yet feen of what

paffed at Killalla, while foreign and domeftic

enemies polTeired that town in the fummer

of 1798, to Rate to you as much as fell under

my obfervatlon at that critical period.

The Committee of United Irifhmen at Paris

had certainly prepared both the Dlre<5tory

and the majority of the French people to

expert, that if a ftrong force from France

fliould appear on the coaft of Ireland, the

whole country would prefently rife in arms

B
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to fecond them, and to fhake off tlie deteffed

yoke of Great-Britain. Colonel Charost

confeffed as much to the Billiop of Klllalla in

private converfation, and owned that he was

much difappointed when he came to difcover

how extremely different the reports of the

Irifli Commiffioners were from the truth, par-

ticularly with regard to the Proteftants and

the people of property in Ireland. He added

,
with much warmth, that he would take care

to open the eyes of his countrymen on the

fubjedt, as foon as he fliould return to Paris.

The inconfiderable number of French, who

made good a landing at Killalla, were deftined

to be only the vanguard of that army fo hap-

pily intercepted afterwards by Sir John B.

W arren. Had thefe laft fucceeded in their

enterprize as well as did their forerunners, and

. arrived in time to fupport them, the danger

to the Englilh intereft in Ireland would have

proved ferious indeed, if we may form a con-

clufion from the mifchief which even a hand-

ful of foreigners was able to effect. But the

hand of Providence interpofed in our favour.

IMoney to fet forward the fecond embarkation

was 'wanting; fo that before that grand fpring
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of military operation could be put lii motion,

the firtt Invaders had mlfcarrled hy land, leav-

ing the fecond armament to tall a prey to a

gallant Engllth fquadron.

On the ^th of Auguft, 1798, the French

government dlfpatchcd from Rochelle,, in two

frigates of 44- guns 1 8-pounders, and one of

38 carrying 12-pounders, a force of 1030

men and 70 officers, the whole under the

command of General Humbert. This officer

had rifen from the ranks; was firtl dittln-

gulthed for his adtivity in the ruinous war of

La Vendee, and had been fecond in com-

mand in the expedition of General Hoche to

Bantry-Bay in Dec. 1796 . The fquadron,

eluding beyond their own expedtation the

vigilance of our fleet, had fetched fo long a

compafs on their route, as to be eighteen days

in their paffage to Ireland. Their intention

was to land, as the fecond party afterwards

did, in Donegal; but after beating up three

days againfl; a north wind, they call; anchor

on the 22d of Augiifl: in the bay of Killalla,

taking care to deceive their enemies by thew-

ing onlyEnglifli colours. The feint fucceeded

fo well, that two fons of the Bifhop of Killalla,

B 2
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eager to fee Engllfh men of war, tlirew them-

felves into a fiflilng boat along with the port*

furveyor, Mr. James Rutledge, and were

prefently furprifed to find themfclves prl-

foners. Edwin Stock, the eldefl: fon of the

Bifhop, was brought on tlmre that .evening

by the French, who wanted him for an inter-

preter: the other two got away, three days

after, to Ballina, where they joined the party

that charged the enemy near that town on

horfeback, on whofe defeat they contrived

to flip away on foot to Killalla.

Some alarm had been given in the morning

of. the 22d to the people of Killalla, by the

unufual appearance of fhips of that fize in

their bay; in fo much, that the only magis-

trate of the town, William Kirkw'ood,

efq; who commanded the yeomanry, had

kept his corps under arms the whole day at

the fee-houfe, called the Caftle, as did alfo

Lieut. Sills, of the Prince of Wales’s fencibles,

his tw^enty militia-men, lately detached to

Killalla from Ballina, Yeomen and fencibles

together formed a corps of fifty men,

tcftantiiiy etptfdfy-4;efblute and loyal, as the

event would have made manifeft, if they
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had not been oppofed to a force fo very fu-

perlor in number.

The indentings of the bay of Killalla, and

the chain of hills between that town and the

fpot where the enemy landed, will in part

account for the fecrecy with which the de-

barkation was condu6ted. It is not without

reafon, however, fufpedted, that the peafantry

had no intention to prevent the furprize that

took place. Even among the Bilhop’s fer-^

vants, for fome days before this event, a whif-

per had gone about, that the French were

coming to Killalla, and that fomething very

terrible Would fhortly happen. A Proteftant

fervant-maid, lately married to a Romifh in-

habitant of the place, had circulated the

report in the Cattle with great apparent un-.

eafinefs and convidtion of its truth.
'

Thurfday the 23d of Augutt had been fixed

on for the Vifitation of the Clergy of the united

diocefes of Killalla and Achonry, to be held

at Killalla. The tovm not affording a de-

cent inn, it had been cuftomary for the Bifhop

W-fend bed and board for fuch clergymen as

came from dlftant parts, three or four of whom
had accordingly dined at the Caftle, in com-
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pany with two officers of the carabineers,

quartered at Ballina, a towm lix miles diftant.

The company w'as preparing to join the ladies,

between feven and eight on a fine fummer’s

evening, wdien a terrified mefTenger entered

the room w'ith news, that the French were

landed, and that near 300 ofthem were within

a mile of the town. The cavalry officers rode

off directly, in full fpeed, with the intelli-

gence to Ballina. In a few' minutes the

yeomen and fencibles being drawn together

before the Cattle gate, the queffion was put,

thould they fight or retreat? ‘ We will fight,’

faid Lieut. Sills, llftening to the dictates of

courage rather than of prudence. The word

was echoed by the wdiole corps. They ad-

vanced into the main ftreet, which ftands at

right angles with the cattle, where they met

the French advance guard, as it was entering

the town from the other end. Borne down

by numbers, and feeing two of their body

killed, our people were feized with a panic,

and fled, leaving their Capt. Kirkwood to

ftand near fifty thots before he was taken.

Lieut. Sills, retreating into the Cattle, was

pretcntly afterwards obliged to render hlmfelf
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prlfoner to General Humbert, who fent him

aw'ay the next day to the lliips, to be carried

to France. The reafon of the diftinction

made between the treatment of this officer

and that of Capt. Kirkwood was, becaufe

Sills was not only an officer of fencibles,

but an Englilhman, w hom the French upon

all occalions affedted to difcriminate from the

natives of a country, to which they were come

to offer the valuable gift of liberty. One of

the Bifhop’s guefts, the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Ellison, of Cafflebar, having been formerly

an officer in the army, felt his military ar-

dour reviv'C with the news of the enemy’s

approach ; he bravely ffiouldered a mufquet

with the yeomen, flood the firfl fire in the

flreet, and was one of the laft that retreated

to the Caflle, after receiving a hurt in the heel

from a fpent ball. The Bifliop, having feen

the yeomen and fencibles colleifted for op-

pofing the enemy, had retired into his garden

to arm 'his mind for the emergency, whence

he heard the vollies in the flreet, as if they

were clofe at his ears.

Of our yeomen about nineteen were fecured

by' the French, and ordered into clofe cultody
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at the Caftie. The room chofen for their
, •

prifon was the drawing-room, the heft apart-

ment in the hoiife, where tliev were detained

three or fou-’ vviliiout permiflion to go

out even for the o'^'cahons of nature. Yet

the honefi: poor men took all poffible pains to

avoid injuring the room or furniture; iothat,

when they were at length feui off to Baliina,

it was found no difficult matter to fet all to

rights again in that apartment.

All oppofition being now at an end, the

French general marched into the Cattle yard
%

at the head of hi«; officers, and demanded to

fee Monf. L'*Eveque. Very fortunately for

hls-famlly, and indeed, as it afterwards ap-

peared, for the town and neighbourhood, the

Bifhop was tolerably fluent in the French

language, having in his youth had the advan- ,

tage of foreign travel. FIumuert defired

him to be under no apprehention ;
himtelf

and all his people fhould be treated with

refpectful attention, and notliing fliould be

taken by the French troops but what was

abfolutely neceffary for their fupport: a pro-

mife which, as long as thofe troops continued

in Killalla, was moji religioujliq ohferved,GXC^^\.~
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ing only a fmall fully of ill-humour or rough-

nefs on the part of the commander towards

the Eilhop, which iliall be related picfently.

, In the midlt of ail his hurry in giving the.

necellavv orders for landing the remainder

of his Icrcc, and appointing th.eir quarters,

Gen. Humbert found time that very even-
»

ing to enter into a pretty long converfation

with the Bifhop on the objeH of this inva-

fion, and the fanguine hopes he entertained

of its fpeedy and complete fuccefs. Such a

powerful armament was to be lent out with-

out delay from the French ports to fecond this

primary adventure, that not a doubt could in

rcafon fublilt, but Ireland would be a free and

happy nation, under the protedtion of France,

within the fpace of a month. A directory

was immediately to be fet up in the province

of Connaught, fomeof the members of which

were already appointed; but there was Itill

a place for a perfon of the ability and confe-

quence of the Bilhop of Killalla, if he chofe

to embrace the fortunate opportunity, at once

of ferving himlelf, and liberating his country.

The Bilhop at that time made no anfwcr,

except by a bow to the personal compliment;
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but when the application was afterwards feri-

oufly repeated to him in their common bed-

chamber by the two principal officers, Hum-
bert andSERRAsiN, he fmlled, and faid, “ he

liad taken too many oaths of allegiance to his

fovereign to have it in his power to change.”

They replied, ‘ he was a man of honour, and

that it was far from the intention of their

government to force liberty upon any man.’

The remainder of the firfi; evening was

employed in a ftrict examination of Captain

Kirkwood, the magiftrate, as to the fup-

plies that could be drawn from the town and

neighbourhood to affift the progrefs of the

invaders. The queries were interpreted by

fome Iriffi officers who came with the French.

Mr. Kirkwood anfwered with fuch an ap-

pearance of franknefs and candour, that he

gained the efteem of the French general, who

told him he was on his parole, and ffiould

have full permiffion to return to his family,

and attend to his private affairs. But this

good-humour between them did not continue

long. Kirkwood had a fickly wife, an

amiable woman, of whom he was doatingly

fond. The terror of the invafion wrought fo
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upon her weak nerves, that, after efcaping

on the firlt night to the Caftle, Ihe crept away

the day after to fome hiding-place in the

mountains four or five miles from the town,

from which Ihe fent word to her hufband that

Ihe was but jufi; alive. Attentive only to her,

he forgot his parole of honour to the French ;

and it was not till after he had been for fome

time by his wife’s bedfide, that he recollected

the circumftance of his having: tranfg:reffed

the bounds within which he had promifed to

confine himfelf. Not knowing what punilh-

ment he might have incurred by this breach

of the laws of war, he took the defperate re-

folution of withdrawing himfelf to the wild

diftridt of Fa'ris, about ten miles from Killalla,

on the fea-coaft, into which a carriage cannot

pafs, as it is a frightful tradt of bog and

mountain, though tolerably well peopled.

Here he remained feveral days with only one

attendant, in conflant dread of being robbed

and murdered by the rebels, and forced to

take up his refidence at night in caves among
the rocks, when he could not reach a fmoky
hut belonging to fome pcafimt whom he

could trurt. At one time efpecially, he owed
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his life to the good offices of Ferdinand
O’Donnel, a young man, a tenant under

the lee of Killalla, who was foon to make a

confpicuous figure in th.efe troubles. O’Don-

nel had been employed in fome little poll: in

the revenue at Cork, whence he had lately

returned to his own country, to look after

his fmall farm, and to take care of his mother,

a young brother, and fillers. He knew Mr.

Kirkwood; as indeed no man was better

known or more popular in all that neighbour-

hood, being a good-humoured man, well

verfed in the Irilh language, and ufeful as a

mercliant comiuclins: an extenlive trade be-o

tween Killalla and the Irilh and Englilh ports.

With difficultyO’DoNNEL was able lo protect

the fugitive for one night only in his farm-

lioufe; but he incurred the hatred of the

rebels fo much by this act of humanity, that

after fending away Kirkavood in the morn-

ing, he was fain to take the road to Killalla

himfelf the fame day. It is more than pro-

bable, however, that he was glad of the pre-

tence for running to the feene of adtion,where

his vanity whifpered him, that he Ihould find

occalion to diltinguilh himfelf. Kirkwood
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foon after, by the help of a triifty Protetlant

of the name of Rogers, contrived to make

his fituation known to the Bifhop, wJio re-

prefented the bufinefs to the French officers

in fuch a light, as proceeding merely from

inadvertence, tliat a paffiport was granted, in

confequence of which, Mr. Kirkwood, after

many intervening perils, found means to get

back to Killalla. There he had realon to

’ mourn over the ill confequences of the hafty

ftep he had taken, when lie quitted the de-

fence of his houle and property. Enraged

at his breach of parole, the French had taken

every thing they wanted out of his ftores,

oats, and fait, and iron, to a confiderable

amount; nor had they been careful to
.

pre-

vent depredations by the rebels in his dwel-

ling-houfe, as they would have done if he

had not fled ; fo that when he returned, he

found it alrnotl a wreck. But it is time to

look back to what happened at the Cattle in

the commencement of the invafion.

For a century patt Ireland had known no-

thing of the horrors of war, but from defcrip-

tion. - Our obfcure corner of the ifland had

lefs reafon than almoft any other part to look
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for a difturbance from foreign enemies. Nei-

ther was there juft caufe of fufpicion. that

the county of Mayo, at lead, had caught any

portion of that malignant fpirit of difloyalty

and religious intolerance, the efi'ectsof which

in the county of Wexford, we In Connaught

had been lately deploring, not without a mix-

ture of gratulation on our own efcape from

the like. It is not to be wondered, therefore,

if taken in the midft of profound fecurlty,

the inhabitants were feized with a panic, as

general as it was terrible.

The dining-room at the Caftle, which a

few minutes before wltneffed nothing but

mirth and feflivlty, was filled immediately

from one end to the other with French officers

and foldiers dragging in arms and baggage,

with prifoners undergoing examination, and.

in one part with a furgeon and affiflants dref-

fing a fevere wound received in the late Ikir-

mifh by a furly-looking officer of the French

grenadiers. All the lower part of the houfe,

-together with the court-yard and offices, was

. occupied by the foldiery, to- the number of

at leaft three hundred. And here it would

.be an adt of great injuffice to the excellent
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dlfcipllne, conftantly maintained by thefe

invaders while they remained in our town,

not to remark, that with every temptation to

plunder, which the time and the number of

valuable articles within their reach prefented

to them from a fideboard of plate and glalTes,

a hall filled with hats, whips, and great-coats,

as well of the guefts as of the family, not a

fingle particular of private property was found

to have been carried away, when the owners,

after the firfi: fright was over, came to look

for their effe6ts, which was not for a day or

two after the landing. Immediately upon

entering the dining-room, a French officer

had called for the Bifhop’s butler, and gather-

ing up the fpoons and glafifes, had defired him

to take them to his pantry.

On the middle floor of the new houfe, the

drawing-room, as I faid, was converted into

a prifon for the yeomen, till they were fent

on the 2()th to Ballina, when it returned to

the poffelfion of the family. A ftore-rooni

on the fame floor was left undifturbed: the

two bed-chambers adjoining were referved for

the General and his principal officers. The

attic ftory, containing a library and three bed-
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chambers, continued facred to the Blfliop and

ids family. And lo fcrupuious was the deli-

cacy of the French not to diflurb the female

part of the houfe, that not one of them was

ever feen to go higher than the middle floor,

except on the evening of their fuccefs atCas«

tlebar, when two officers begged leave juft to

carry to the family the news of the battle, and

feemed a little mortified that the intellieenceO

was received with an air of dliratisfacflon.*

It is not eafy by any force of language to

convey an adequate idea of the miferies of

that firft night which fucceedcd to the land-

ing of the enemy. To the terrified imagina-

tions of the town’s people the Caftle inftantly

prefented itfelf as the only place where they

could have a chance of fafcty. Thither ac-

One of thefe officers olffierved to a brother officer in the

town, who interpreted for him in the houfe where he lodged,

that^^ there was no hope of attaching the Bifliop’s family to

their caufe; for that, \\diile he was announcing the vidtoiy

at Caftlebar, he could fee defpair painted in th'eir faces.” It

was fome time before the French could bclieve'that no Pro-

teflant would join them. The only perfons of theEflabliflied

Church that did fo, were two drunken fots of Killalla, who

thinking apoftacy the htteft prelude to treafon, before they

embraced the French party, did hrft publicly declare them-

felves converts to the Church of Rome.
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cordlngly they fled, without difl:in6tIon of

age, fex, or condition, forcing their way into

every corner of the houfe and offices, occu-

pying the ftaircafes, fpreading through the

bed-chambers, and fome of them even thrufl-

ing themfelves and their children iftto the

fame beds with the infants of the Bifhop’s

family. Women that had lain lick in their

beds for a month before, and one old lady paft

eighty, who was bed-rid, and believed to be

at the point of death, gathering flrength from

defpair, contrived to work their way to the

very top of the houfe. Chairs were placed

round the lobby of the attic flory, on which

the family, with fome of their principal ac-

quaintance, remained without a thought of

repofc for the whole night. Indeed the leaden

hand of fleep could not have clofed any eye-

lids but thofe of an infant. The whole houfe

refounded like a bedlam with the loquacity

of the Frenchmen below, and the Ihrieks and

groans of the fugitives above. Among tho

lafl; there wanted not fome, who fought con-

folation from the whifkey bottle, in confe-

quence of which they became prefently fo

c
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clamorous and troublelomc, that it was found

necellary to reftrain them by force.

Of the company that had dined at the

Caftle that day, two clergymen made their

efcape on foot, and gained the neighbouring

mountains, leaving their horfes to be feized

by the French. The Dean of Killalla, (parifli

minifter of the town,) the Rev. Thomas
Thompson, brought his wife and children

from his own dwelling to the Caftle, where

they were flieltered with the cordiality due

to the uncommon excellence of their cha-

ra<5ter, and continued there till a gracious

Providence wrought our deliverance. The

Biflmp had every reafon to rejoice, that in

his diftrefs he fliould have been fo fortunate

as to be affifted by the judgment, the fteadi-

nefs, and temper of Dean Thompson and

Dr. Ellison. This laft gentleman indeed

continued with him but one week, being

dlfmincd on his parole to Caftlebar; but

wherever lie was, the Biftiop felt the bene-

ficial eftects of his adtive and friendly difpo-

fitlon. The Rev. Robert Nixon, curate of

the parifh, a moft worthy and valuable young

man, wasalfo an inmate at the Caftle during



[ 19 ]

the whole time of the troubles. The Rev.

Mr. Little, from the neighbouring parifli of

Lackan, embraced the fame afylum, after he

had been driven from his parfonage by the

infurgents, who left him neither houfe nor

property. The Blfhop’s own family confided

of himfelf, his lady, his fifter-in-law Mrs.

Cope, the Rev. James Burrowes, (private

tutor,) a young nephew, and eleven children.*

The fervants were thirteen in number.

The two ladies, who had the principal di-

redlion of a family of this fize, will naturally

attradt attention. Curiotity will be excited

to enquire, in what manner they condu(5led

themfelves under the impredion of a reverfe

of fortune fo terrifying, and fo utterly unex-

pe<5led. As the prefen t narrative belongs

more properly to the dais of private hidory than

of public, the reader may be ad'ured his dedre

of information in this particular diould have

been gratided, had it been podible to fatisfy

it without hurting the feelings of the parties

concerned. Female heroifm dirinks away

from the meed of human praife; becaufe it

* Mrs. Stock had four other children abroad,—two mar-

ried daughters, and two officers ferving in the armj.

c 2
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moft commonly inherits the temper of its

natural parent, piety, that chafte though

ardent piety, which would gladly hide itfelf

from the notice of every being, except the

Supreme. Let it be fufficient to obferve, that

the power of religion to chafe away, from

minds rightly imbued,

Anguifh, and doubt, and fear, and forrow, and pain,”

Par, L, L 55S.

was never more completely exemplified than

in the whole behaviour, during their fharp

trial, of thofe very perfons, whofe entreaties

have reftrained my pen from doing them

juftice.

On the morning after his arrival, Humbert
began his military operations by puthing for-

ward to Ballina a detachment of a hundred

men, forty of whom he had mounted on the

befi; horfes he could lay his hands upon in

the country. On the road he concealed under

the arch of a bridge, adjoining to Killalla, a

ferjeant’s guard, to watch the motions of any

ftraggllng party from the enemy, a mcafure

of prudence which proved fatal to the

Rev. George Fortescue, (nephew to Lord
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Clermont,) a clergyman of the diocefe, of

the falreft charadter. This young gentleman,

who had been enrolled in his brother’s troop

in the county of Louth, had put himfelf at

the headof a reconnoitring partyfrom Ballina,

and falling in with the ambufcade, received

a wound in his groin, of which he died in

great agonies, but with the mod exemplary

patience and refignation, about nine days after.

The carabineers and yeomanry of Ballina, after

a fhort refiftance, confulted their fafety by

flight, leaving in the hands of the French

the town, and one of their company, a New-

port cavalier, who was furprized in his bed

before he had time to efcape.

The perfon of this prifoner chancing to be

large and corpulent, General Humbert chofe

to make public exhibition of him, as the fpolia

opinia of his vidtory. Placing him therefore

in his uniform at his left hand, in a curricle

drawn by two handfome horfes, late the pro-

perty of poor Mr. Fortescue, the General

rode back from Ballina into Killalla in trl-;

umpb, amidfl; the acclamations of a great

crowd of peafantry, as well as of his army.

The indolent captive, as he carried his eyes.
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quietly round the throng, looked not unlike

a fea-lion juft awaked out of his fleep.

In war, it is faid, the firft fuccefs is every

thing. The maxim was at leaft verified here

by the inftant acceflion of many hundreds of

the countrypeople to thecaufeof the French,

which they affe(fted to ftyle the caufe of Ire-

land and liberty. A green flag was mounted

over the Caftle gate, with the infcription,

ERIN GO BRAGH, importing, as I am
told, Ireland for ever! This flag was the

lignal to invite as many as had the fpirit to

aflfert their freedom to join a brave people,

who were come for no other purpofe but to

make them independent and happy. The

generous purpofe was to be forwarded by the

immediate delivery of arms, ammunition,

and clothing, to the new levies of the country.

Property was to be inviolable. Ready-money

was to come over in the ihips expedled every

day from France. In the mean time, what-

ever was brouglit in voluntarily, or taken by

neceflity to anfwer the occafions of the army,

Ihould be punctually paid for in drafts on the

future directory, of which the owners of the

goods demanded were courteoufly invited to

*
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accept. For the firft two or three days many
people did apply for fuch drafts to the French

commiliary of ftores, whofe whole time ap-

peared te be taken up with writing them.

Indeed the Bifliop himfelf was of opinion,

that the lofers would adl wifely to accept of

them; not, as he told the people, that they

would ever produce payment where it was

promifed, but becaule they might ferve as

documents to our own government, when at

a future period they Ihould come to enquire

into the Ioffes fuftained by its loyal fubje<5ts.

The trouble, however, of the commiffary, in

ilfuing drafts on a bank in profpefl, was not

of long duration. The people fmiled firft,

and he joined in the fmile himfelf at laft,

when he otfered the airy fecurity.

But if cafli was wanting, the promife of

clothing and arms to the recruits was made

good on the fpot, and to a conliderable extent.

Cherts, containing each forty fufils, and others

filled with new French uniforms and gaudy

helmets, being heaped together in the Cartle

4 yard, the firrt that offered their fervice received

complete clothing; and thefe, by credible

report, were about a thoufand in number.
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Tlie next comers, who were at leafl as many,

had every thing but fhoes and flockings. To

the laft arms only were given. And of arms

Colonel Charost affured the Bilhop not lefs

than 55CO ftand were in this place delivered

out to the infurgents. The mufquets were

pronounced, by thofe who were judges of

them, to be well fabricated, though their bore

was too fmall to admit Englifh bullets. The

carabines were remarkable for their goodnefs.

Swords and piftols,ofwhich there w'as no great

plenty, were referved as marks of diftindtion,

to be dillributed only to the rebel officers.

It was a melancholy fpedtacle to thofe in

the Caftle, to witnefs the eagernefs with which

the unfortunate ruftics prell'ed forward to lay

hold of thefe fatal trappings, the fure har-

bingers of their own fpeedy deftruction. A
very little penetration was required to difcover

the madnefs of expedfing final fuccefs in an

enterprize, condudted by fuch a force, againft

an army, at that time in the kingdom, of pro-

bably not lefs than a hundred thoufand men.

But though the bait was vifible to people of

any fenfe, to the multitude it certainly was

in no fmall degree alluring.
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The uncombed, ragged peafant, who had

never before known the luxury of Ihoes and

ftockings, now waflied, powdered, and frill

drefled, was metamorphofed into another be-

ing, the ratlier becaufe the far greater part of

thefe mountaineers were by no means defi-

cient either in fize or perfon. “ Look at

thefe poor fellows,” faid Hua-ibert, with an

air of triumph to the Bifhop, “ they are made,

you find, of the fame Itulf w'ith ourfelves.”

A filll ftronger temptation ofi’ered itfelf, to

people unaccuftomed to animal food, in a

full enjoyment of frelh meat. The loweft

allowance of beef for a day w'as one pound to

each recruit. This was devoured with an

avidity, that excited fometimes the mirth,

fometimes the contempt of their French aflb-
\

elates. An officer protefied, that having for

curlofity trufted an frifiiman at once with an

allowance of eight pounds of drefied meat, he

faw the creature throw' himfelf on the ground,

and begin to gnaw it fo eagerly, that he was

fure he would not rife till he had confumed it.

The expedlation of fpoil undoubtedly came

in for-a full fiiare of the inducements, that

prompted the indigent to fliake off the re-
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I'tralnts of civil rule, and armed^him againft

his wealthy neighbours. It is a debt due

to juftice, however, to obferve, that if the

lirft who joined the enemy were entieed by

hiOpe to a foreign ftandard, very many took

the fame road afterwards merely through

fear. Great pains were employed by the
*

early infurgents to frighten their neighbours

into the fame inclofure of peril with them-

felves, partly by the moft horrid menaees In

cafe of refufal to join the common caufe,

and partly by fpreading lies of the Proteftants,

whom they reprefented as Orange-men, uni-

verfallv bent on the excilion of Catholics.
j

When the united weight of fo many tempt-

ations is duly eflimated, operating befidcs on

a body of peafantry already eftranged from

their Proteftant neighbours by differenee of

religion, language, and education ; it will

rather be matter of furprize, that fo little

mifchlef was therefult of the infurredtion in

Connaught, and that we had not the fame

liorrid fcenes of cruelty and religious intole-

rance to mourn over, as had lately ftamped

iiulchble difgrace on the eaftern provinee. It

is a circumllance worthy of particular notice.
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that during the whole time of this civil com-

motion, not a drop of blood was fhed by the

Connaught rebels, except in the field of war.

It is true, the example and influence of the

French went a great way to prevent fan-

guinary excefl'es. But it will not be deemed

/air to afcribe to this caufe alone the forbear-

ance of which w'e W'ere w'itnefles, when it

is confldered, what a range of country lay

at the mercy of the rebels for feveral days

after the French power w^as known to be at

an end.

Thefe refle<5tlons are offered to the public

as an apology for the opinion of certain per-

fons, who became advocates for lenity, when,

on the fupprelffon of the rebellion, the treat-

ment due to the infurgents was the objedt of

difcuflion. Fire and fword was the language

of gentlemen, whofe lofs by the war, though

grievous and highly provoking, was only the

lofs of property. Milder fentiments may
reafonably be allowed to have place in bofoms,

which had throbbed with the apprehenflon of

a greater mifchief than fpoliation. Experience

had taught them, that life is the firftof w orldly

poflTefllons; and having faved that blefTing
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tiiemfelves, they could not be in liafte la

ravilh it from others.

Indeed where there liad appeared all along

fo few traces of rancour in thefe poor country

folk, ii was impolTible for a fpectator of their

actions not to pity them for their very fim-

plicity. It was fuch, that even the ferious

fituation in which we were placed was fre-

quently infufficient to reprefs our laughter at

it. The coxcombry of the young clowns in

their new drefs; the mixture of good-humour

and contempt in the countenances of the

French, employed in making puppies of them;

the hafte of the undreffed to be as fine as their

neighbours, carting away their old clothes long

before it came to their turn to receive the

new; above all, the merry activity of a hand-

fome young fellow, a, marine officer, whofe

bufinefs it was to confummate the vanity of

the recruits by decorating them with helmets

beautifully edged with fpptted brown paper

to look like leopard’s fkin, a tafk wbieh he

performed rtanding on a powder-barrel, and

making the helmet fit any fkull, even the

largert, by thumping it down with his lifts,

carclcfs whether it could ever be taken off
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again—thefe were circumftances that would

have made you fmile, though you had been

juft come from feeing your houfe in flames.

A fpedtacle not lefs provoking to mirth pre-

fented itfelf to your view, if you followed

the new foldiers after they had received their

arms and cartridges, and obferved their man-

ner of ufing them. It was common with

them to put in their cartridges at the wrong

end; and when they ftuck in the pafl'agc,

(as they often did,) the inverted barrel was

. fet to work againft the ground till It was bent

and ufelefs. At firft they were trufted with

balls, as well as with powder. But this prac-

tice was not repeated, after it had gone near

cofting his life to General Humbert. As

he was ftanding at an open window in the

Caftle, the General heard a ball whittle by his

ear, dlfcharged by an aukward recruit in the

yard below, whom he inftantly puniflied with

an unmerciful caning. The ball palTed into

the ceiling, where the mark of it is Itill ap-

parent. Laftly, it was quite unfuitable to

the fpirit of thefe ruftic warriors to keep their

firelocks idle till they thould come in fight of

an enemy, when there were fo many inferior
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animals on which they might be tried. A
crowd got about Ch arost one day, clamour-

ing for a fupply of power and fliot. “ Tell

them,” faid the commandant in a paflion,

“ they lhall have no more, till I am fure they

will not wafte their charges upon ravens.”*

The French, it is well known, are a nation

apt enough to confider themfelves as fuperior

to any people in the world : but here indeed

it would have been ridiculous not to prefer

* The raven is an obje6tof purfuit for his quills. It was

remarked that thefe birds, not common before in our fields,

began to multiply, in proportion as unbuiied bodies (a curfe

on war!) became a fpedtacle familiar to us. The reader will

pardon a lliort digreflion for the fake of recording an incident,

of which the author of thefe pages was an eye-witnefs.

About the time of our greatefi: peril, when we firfl learned

the news of Ballinamuck, a more than ordinary cawing and

chattering had for fome days together been obferved to take

place in the rookery adjoining to the Bifiiop’s garden. At

length a cloud of birds was feen to mount into the air from

the grove, which dividing themfelves into two regular bat-

talions of crows and ravens, engaged in a combat of fcveral

minutes in the upper regions with fo much fury, that a com-

pany walking in the garden diftin«5tly heard the dafliing of

their wings againfi one another. In the end, vidtory de-

clared for the crows: the intruding ravens took flight, and

peace was refiored to the old tenants of the grove. It will

hardly be w^ondered, if under our then depreiiion of mind

we accepted comfort even from augury.
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ground In holes made four feet deep under

the fnow. And an officer, pointing to his

leather fmall-clothes, affured the Bifliop tliat

he had not taken them off for a twelvemonth.

Humbert, the leader of this lingular body

of men, was himfelf as extraordinary a per-

fonage as any in his army. Of a good height

and ffiape, in the full vigour of life, prompt

to decide, quick in execution, apparently

niafter of his art, you could not refufe him

the praife of a good officer, while his phy-

liognomy forbad you- to like him as a man.

His eye, which was fmall and lleepy, (the

effedl, probably, of much watching,) call a

fide-long glance of inlidioufnefs, and even of

cruelty : it was the eye of a cat, preparing

to fpring on her prey. His education and

manners were indicative of a perfon fprung

from the lowell orders of fociety, though he

knew how (as moft of his countrymen can

do) to affume, where it was convenient, the

deportment of a gentleman. For learning,

he fcarcely had enough to enable him to

write his name. His paffions were furious,

and all his behaviour feemed marked with

the chara(5lers of roughnefs and violence. A
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the Gallic troops in every refpect before their

new allies. Intelligence, a6livity, tempe-

rance, patience, to a furprifing degree, ap-

peared to be combined with the foldicry that

came over with Humbert, together with the

exadteft obedience to difcipline. Yet, if you

except their grenadiers, they had nothing to

catch the eye. Their ftature for the moft

part was low, their comple6tlons pale and

fallow, their clothes much the worfe for the

wear: to a fuperficial obferver they would

have appeared incapable of enduring almoft

any hardfhip. Thefe were the men, however,

of whom it was prefently obferved, that they

could be well content to live on bread or

potatoes, to drink water, to make the Hones

of the ftreet their bed, and to deep in their

clothes, with no covering but the canopy of

heaven. One half of their number had ferved

in Italy under Buonaparte; the reft were

from the army of the Rhine, where they had

fuffered diftreftesthat well accounted for thin

perfons and W'an looks. Several of them de-

clared, with all the marks of fincerity, that

at the fiege of Mentz, during the preceding

winter, they had for a long time flept on the
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narrower dbfervation of him, however, ferved

to difcovcr, that much of this roughnefs was

the refult of art, being affumed with the view

of extorting by terror a ready compliance

with his commands: Of this truth the Bifhop

himfelf was one of the firft who had occafion

to be made fenlihic.

Boats were necel'fary to tranfport the artil-

lery and ftores from the Ihips, cars and hOrfes

to forward them by land; and thefe were to

be procured without delay, the life of the

prefententerprizeconlifting indifpatch. High

prices were offered; But the fiihermen of

Killalla .at firfi; kept out of the way; and of
V

the' cars none could he got but what, were

feized at the firfi; onfet. Application there-

fore was made to tlie Bilhop, whofe anfwer

was (what was really true) that he had no

authority in that place, civil or perfonal; that

he was not a magiftrate, nor had time to be

acquainted with the people, having fettled

himfelf in the town, from another part of the

kingdom, only a few months before. Hum-
bert replied, tliat he Ihould not have trou-

bled his Lordfiiip, if the proper magiftrate

had not fled, in violation of his parole; that

D
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he cared little by what means the Bifliop

tliould contrive to get him what lie wanted

;

but as he was the principal inhabitant, he

muft and would charge him with the office

of producing boats and cars, and that by the

very next morning. The Biffiop, in Hum*
Bert’s prefence, defired his people to go out

into the town, and try to convince the inha-

bitants that the General’s orders muft be
V

obeyed.

Next morning, wdien neither boat nor car

appeared, Humbert became furious. He
poured forth a torrent of vulgar abufe, roared,

ftamped, laid his hand frequently on a fcy-

metar that battered the ground, prefented a

piftol at the Blftiop’s eldeft fon, and at laft

told the Blftiop himfelf that he w’ould make

him fenfible he was not to be trifled w'ith, for

he would punifli his difobedience by fending

him inftantly to Franee. Orders to this effect

were given on the fpot to an officer, w’ho de-

livered him in charge to a corporal’s guard,

only allowing him time to put on his hat-

The inhabitants ftared in fllence, as they faw

the Bifliop conducted on foot through the
I

town. The French foldiers marched him at
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V

a' good pace along the road that led to the

fhips, and feemed to have received orders not

to anfwer any of his queftions.

When they had advanced about half a

mile, and were beginning to pafs a hill that

would have concealed the town from their

view, they were overtaken by an exprefs on

horfeback with the General’s orders to return.

On entering the Caftle, the Bilhop was hailed

with the gratulations of the French officers,

and excufes for the condudl of their com-
#

mander, a hafty man, they faid, but very

good-natured. Humbert himfelf received

him on the flairs with an apology for what

he had done, pleading neceffity, an apology

which was readily admitted,. Indeed the

Biffiop had felt no apprehenfion at anytime,

that the menace would be ferioufly carried

into effect. He knew the French could not

dipenfe with hIsprefence,norhIs affiftance asan

interpreter; and he faw, through its difguife,

the real object of Humbert’s affedted fury,

which ended, as that officer had expelled, in

the immediate appearance of the people of

whom he was in fearch. The Bifhop’s danger*

if there was any, was fo quickly over, that

D 2
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happily the greater part of his family knew

nothing of it till it was pafl.

Scarcely, however, had he got clear of

one difagreeable bufinefs, w hen another w'as

thrown in his w-ay. Every thing being ready

for a march by Saturday the 25th, the French

General determined to leave behind him at

Killalla two hundred of his own foldiers, un-

der the command of half a dozen officers, to

fecure himfelf a retreat, in cafe of mifearriage,

to his ammunition, a large portion of which,

to the amount of 280 barrels of 100 pounds

each, could not be immediately forwarded

for want of the means of conveyance. But

this was not the oftenfible reafon for leaving

th e men. It was pretended, that they w'ere

fulfered to remain out of pure compaffion to

the Protetfants of the vicinity, wdiofe lives

might be in danger from the new' levies, while

the French were elfew'here employed. Mof-

tages therefore muft be taken at leaft as far as

Ballina, in exchancre for the fix officers that

thould be left to keep the peace at Killalla;

and the Bithop w'as given to underftand, that

he himfelf, and one of his fons, mult make a

part of the number. Remonlfrances were
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vain. The Bifliop found himfelf obliged to

communicate the unwelcome tidings to the

family, and to order his chaife for the follow-

ing morning.

At no one period of their calamity, per-

haps, did the patience of the women futtain

a ruder affault. To be feparated, under fuch

circumttances, from their principal human
fupport, for a time unknown, perhaps for

ever, (for it was then faid and believed, that

the hoflages were deflined to follow every

w'here the camp, and fortunes of the invaders,)

this was bitter news. Mrs. Thompson, the

Dean’s lady, funk under it into a fwoon: ad-

vanced in her pregnancy, flie had nerves that

did not keep pace with the excellent temper

of her mind. Mrs. Stock and Mrs. Cope

faid nothing. But the eye, that met their

eyes during that fcene of anguifli, feels a

dimnefs at the reviewal of it.

Next morning (Sunday) the profpcct cleared

up a little, though ftlll unpleafant. The

General had changed his mind, and would

accept of the Blfhop’s eldeft fon in place of

the father. It was a flrange alleviation of

pain, to be derived from expofing to danger



[ 38 ]

a fon, who had found favour with every body

that knew him, as well as with his parents.

But the youth (a college lad under nineteen)

thought nothing of a danger from-whicli his

father was exempted, and went off cheerfully

with the other four hoftagcs, whom the Billiop

was ordered to nominate; for Humbert had

confented to take but one of the fons inftead

of two. The four named were John Knox,

efq; of Bartrach, Thomas Kirkwood, lieu-

- tenant of theTyrawley cavalry,James Rut-

ledge, cuftom-hoiife officer, and the curate

Mr. Nixon.

With a levity which feemed to mark the

general tenor of his condudl, Humbert fig-

nified to the hoftages, prefen tly after their

arrival at Ballina, that they were at liberty to

go home again. He himfelf marched his

forces dlredlly towards Cafllebar, leaving one

Truc, an ignorant brute of an officer, with

a few French and a rabble of the Irlfh, to

retain polfeffion of Ballina. Truc would

not confirm the indulgence granted by the

General till the day following; fo that the

five gentlemen paffed a moft unquiet night

amidlt a crew of drunken and infolent rebels,
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with fcarceiy anyaccommodation. Thehorfes,

on which they rode to Balllna, were not to be

found next dayj but the hoftages were glad

to find their way back again on foot.

The charge of Killalla, with the title of

Commandant, was committed to Mr. Cha-
RosT, chef de demi which anfwers to

our title of lieutenant-colonel. The choice

proved a fortunate one for the town; Cha-

ROST being a man of fenfe and honour, in

fhort in every refpedl the oppofite of Truc.

This officer began his command by obliging

the Blfhop fo far as to grant a pafTport to

Capt. Hill, the worthy regiflrar of the dio-

cefe, empowering him to go home to Lime-

rick. By him the Blfhop found the much

defired opportunity of conveying a letter to

his friends in Dublin, the only one they re-

ceived from him till the town was recovered.

A verbal account however of the familv was

carried to Dublin by Dr. Ellison, who got

leave from Charost on the 29th to return

to Caftlebar, from which town he followed

his lady and family to the capital. Mr. J ohn

Thompson, the Dean’s brother, was permit-

ted, at the fame time with Dr. Ellison, to
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go to his hoLifc In Caftlcbar, wlicrc lie hofpir

tably entertained the liilliop’s Ion Arthur,

\yhen be was prcfciitly after font lotbe lame

town In quality of boftage.

Though the enemy took away nothing

with them, when they moved, but what was

neeelTary for their operations in the field, yet

that neceflity was found to comprehend the

befl part of what tlie country poflefled, whe-

ther of flock or vldluals. The Bilhop’s larder

and cellar, both plentifully flored at that fea-

fon, fcarcely fufficed for three days. Every

thing that he had in the fields difappeared :

corn, potatoes, cattle, were all w'anted, and

taken from him, before ariy thing was touched

that belonged to the poor. Of his kitchen

grate fo Inceffant ufe was riiade, from early

anorning even to midnight, fliat the chimney

was on fire more than once ; and in the middle

of fummer above thirty fon of coals lafted

only one month. His Itables yielded nine

liorfes of his own, (moll of them good ones)

with proper furniture; and his guefls con-

tributed about half a dozen more. The

coach-houfe was flrlpt of nothing but harnefs,

thole brave officers defplfing the luxury of a
I r . . •
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criaife. Cars, carts, and a lar^e waggon, with

their furniture, went of courfe. In three

days he had loll; to tlie value of 6001 . But

it was clear, tlnU even this damage was no-

tliing in coniparifori of what he muft have

fuilamed, if he had tied, (as he was advifed,

and even otfered the means to do,) on the

fidt ap{)ioach of the French. The ruin of

his h.oufe and furniture, both valuable, would

liave been the confequence ; not to fpeak of

the niifchiefs throughout the neighbourhood,

wliich lie was happy enough by his prefence

nd exertions to avert.5

The.enemy’smain body had hardly marched

from K.illalla, when a flag of truce arrived

from Caltlebar, carried by Capt. Grey of the

carabineers. It came under the pretence of

enquiring after an officer, who was vvounded

and made prifoner at Ballina; but the object

of it was to learn tlie force of the enemy.

As foon as this was known, Capt. Grey pri-

vately defired us not to be uncafy, fora force

equal to three times their number was wait-

ing at- Cafflebar to give a good account of

them. This happened on Sunday. How
diftrcfllng then to the friends of government
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was the Intelligence, received wltliln twenty-

four hours after by exprefs from Serrasin,

the fecond in command of the French army,

that a complete vidtory had been gained by

them over our troops; eight hundred of whom
were taken or flaln, ten pieces of cannon had

fallen Into their hands, and Catllebar had fur-

rendered to them! “ Irifli liberty,” concluded

the letter triumphantly, “ Is eftabllfhed.”

The writer of this narrative profeffes only

to defcribe what he faw and felt. It is not

his buhnefs, therefore, if he were competent

to the talk, to trace the events of an invalion,

the firft fuccelTes of which caufed fo much
aftonilhment, or to fhew by what means a

handful of men continued fo long to brave
<

the force of a whole kingdom, men who, from

the time they miffed their reinforcements

from home, confeffed their belief that they

were no more than a forlorn hope fent to

annoy the enemies of their country; and that

duly done, expe6led every hour to be forced

to furrender themfelves prifoners of war. The

inhabitant of Killalla, cut off from the reft

of Ireland, in front by the fea, and behind by

a cordon of mountains, out of which the two
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only paffages were continually guarded by the

rebels, knew fcarcely any thing that was going

forward but what palled under his eyes.

A melancholy proof that trcafon had a

hand in the fuccefs of the French atCaftlebar,

was foon exhibited in theBilhop’s court-yard.

Fifty-three deferters from the Longford militia

marched in, amidll the Ihouts of the multi-

tude, witli their coats turned, and there ex-

changed the uniforms given them by tlieir

fovereign for the blue coats of France! It

was a ftrange fight, and to Proteftant fpec-

tators molt provoking. To comfortthe Bilhop,

the commiffary made him a prefent of the

deferters’ uniforms. He took the gift, fore-

feeing that he Ihould ere long find naked

bodies in plenty to cover wltli them. Report

faid, that in a few days the rebel camp at

Killalla was joined by fourfcore more deferters

from the Longford and Kilkenny militia. Not

a man of thefe infamous betrayers of their king

and country returned alive to his home.

From the day that fucceeded the battle of

Caftlebar, (Aug. 28 ,) fufpenfe was kept alive

at Killalla, by the report of cannon on the

inland fide, by the appearance of a fquadron
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of frigates in the offing, which were called

French or Englifli, according to the wifiies

of the fpcctators. Thefe thips varied in

number from one or two to five, appearing

irrefolute what co.urfe to take, till at length

three* went off towards Sligo; a fourth of

32 guns, with a cutter of lb, continued ho-

vering in the bay, and was at, one time near

lofing her cutter on the bar. The French

cherifiaed hopes that it might be the fquadron

they expected from Breft, till on the 30th

they faw the finglc frigate fend out her boats

to deftroy two trading vefifels, of which the

French had taken poflbfiion, one to tranfport

their ammunition which had juft been all

landed, the other to fupply the town with

forty ton of oatmeal. The crew of this laft,

feven Frenchmen, were carried to the frigate.

The two floops continued burning all night,

and part of the next day. Some of the poor

towns-people, venturing to board the oatmeal

* Thefe were, as we learned afterwards, the Doris oi 36

guns, I>ord Ranelagh, the Melarapus ditto, Capt. Moore,

and the Fox entterof 12 guns, Lieut. Walsh. The velTels

that ftaid were the Cerberus, 32 guns IS-pounders, Captain

M'Namaka, and the Hurler cutter, Capt. J. Norway, car-

rying l6 Giirronades 18-pounders,
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lloop to fave wliat they could of fo tempting

a provifion, narrowly efcapcd death by an

1

8

-pounder from the frigate.

As long as the two hundred French foldiers

were fuffered to remain for the defence of

Killalla, the Proteftant inhabitants felt them-

felves perfedtly fecure, though the number

of infurgents, that poured in from the country

to a camp they formed in th.c Bitliop’s de-

mefne, increafed every hour. The cafe was

fadly altered from the firftof September. On
that day the Commandant Ihewed the Bilhop

an order he had received from Gen. Humbert
to fend away immediately to Caftlebar the

whole French garrifon of Killalla, none ex-

cepted, butM. Charost himfelf, and another

officer of the name of Ponson. Thefe two

were to keep the town with . about two hun-

dred of the Irilh recruits.

All the horrors that had been acted at

Wexford now ftared the loyalifts in the face.

“ Famiffied wolves are doling us in on every

fide,” faid they to Charost, “ and what

can two men effed, though ever io brave and

vigilant?” The Commandant delired them

to be quiet, affiiring them that he would part
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with life fooner than abandon them; but he

told the Bitliop, that as, by flaying there to

protedt the Proteflants, he ran the hazard of

lofing his own liberty, he thought it but rea-

fonable that one of the Bilhop’s fons fliould

go with the troops to Caftlebar, to be an

hoflage for his perfon, in cafe of the Englifli

becoming again matters of Klllalla. To this

the Bithop could not objedt. His fecond and

third fons therefore drew lots, and the chance

falling on Arthur the third fon, a lad juft

lixteen, he was fent away about feven in the

evening, on a poor jade ill accoutred, to travel

all' night with the French. From that day

till the engagement at Klllalla, above three

weeks after, his parents could hear nothing

of him, nor he from them, fo ftridlly were

the paffes guarded.

Immediately after the departure of the

foreigners, the Commandant applied himfelf

to make provifion for the fecurity of the dis-

tridt entrufled to him. A flrong patrole, in

different bodies, was ordered to parade through

the town and its environs, to the diftance of

th rec miles, every night. But as reports of

robberies and midnight 'affaults came in con-
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tlnually, M. Charost thought it advifable

to ifllie a proclamation, inviting all the inha-

bitants, without dlftindllon of religion or party,

to come to him, and receive arms and ammu-
nition for their own defence, under no other

condition than a promife of reftoring them to

him when he Ihould call for them. The offer

was prefently embraced by the towns-people,

efpeciallyby the Proteflant part of them,who
were mofl expofed to danger, and had been

forced at the beginning of the invafion to de-

liver up their arms to the French. A diflri-

bution accordingly began to be made in the

. Caftle-yard on the evening of September 1ft.

The Commandant had now an opportu-

nity of
j
udging, whether the fears of the Pro-

teflants frovn their Popifh neighbours were

juflly founded. As the patrole was fetting

at that time, the rebels (all Romanifts) began

to murmur at trufting arms to the Proteflant

townfmen, which they were fure, they faid,

would be employed againfl the French and

their allies the moment an Englifh force

appeared. Nor did the mutineers want a

leader. One Mulheeran, a rebel officer,

was their fpokefman, a ftrong-made flout
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fellow, w])o ciefeiKled himfelf afterwards likd

a lion at the battle of Killalla againfi: three

or four troopers, all cutting him with their

fwords, and did not fall till his tlcull was

hacked to pieces. This man relittcd the

Commandant to his face, and went fo far as

to throw down the arms he had received

from the French, when Charost told him

he would truft all alike with arms, who chofe

to take a mufquet in their own defence. The

Bilhop laboured hard to pacify the malcon-

tents, amidfi; darknefs and clameur, and the

confufion of three languages.

After an hour’s ftruggle, leveral of the Pro- •

teftants, intimidated by the menaces of the

others, returned the arms they had received,

and faid they would truft themfelves to the

protedtion of the patrolc; which put an end

for that night to the difturbance.

It was renewed, however, the two fol-

lowing days, with unabating violence
; till at

length the Proteftants, harafted by domici-

liary vifits of armed rebels in fearch of con-

cealed weapons, agreed iri a petition to the

Commandant, tliat he would call in by pro-.

ciamation what he liad given out, and torbid
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in future any perfon’s appearing in arms,

except recruits for the French fervice. The

terror of being thus flript of the means of

defence was exaggerated by the alarming

accounts of depredations on every fide of

Killalla to the dlltanceof feveral miles. Not

a night palled but fome houfe was rifled;

fcarce an hour in the day elapfed, in which

the Bifliop was not importuned to lay fome

lamentation before the Commandant, or to

fend put fome guard for proteeftion* Willing

to do his bell, he interpreted, he drew up

petitions, he difpatched guards to Proteftant

families in the neighbouihood, he went from

houfe to houfe in the town to enquire after

abufes, till in the evening always, and fre-

quently in tlie day time, he was forced to

throw hlmfelf on a bed, unable to keep his

feet. Yet his health and appetite feemed to

be improved by the extraordinary fatigue, nor

did he ever in his life fleep better.

But if it was doubtful whether arms might

fately be committed to every inhabitant of

Killalla, it admitted nodifpute at all that the

town could not exift without fome form of

civil government. Depredators crowded in

E
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hourly from the country, to the equal an-

noyance and terror of every body that had

property, whether Catholic or Protetlant.

The French, it was fald, had divided the town

and neighbourhood of Caftlebar into diftricts,

appointing over each a municipal officer with

a guard at his command, properly armed for

the public defence; and the fcheme had there

had the defired fuccefs. A proclamation was

therefore iffued for eftablifliing a fimilar form

through the canton over which Charost
prefided. The country was thrown into de-

partments; a magifirate, to be eledled by his

neighbours, was to take charge of each, with

the help of a guard of fixteen or twenty men

;

arms and ammunition were to be diftributed

to thefc, under an exprefs ftipulation, that

neither officers nor men ffiould be marched

out of their refpedtive departments, nor em-

ployed againft their fovereign, nor in any

fervice except that of keeping the peace.

The town of Killalla was committed to the

protection of one hundred and fifty men, in

three bodies, all to be obfervant of the orders

of Mr. James Devitt, the civil magiftrate

unanimoufiy chofen by the people, becaufe
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lie was a fubftantial tradefman, a Roman-

Catholic, and a man of fenfe and moderation.

He liad under him two affiftants, of his own

religion. Thebenefits of this regulation were

felt Immediately in the eftablithment of to-

lerable order and quiet, at lead in and about

the town; and without doubt they would

have been felt to a greater extent, if the

French power had been firmer.

The example of Killalla was prefently co-

pied in the other departments. Magiftrates

were elected, always Roman-Catholics, but

commonly of the better fort among them,

perfons.who had no defire to take arms againft

the Britifli government. Some of thefe ap-

plied to the Bifliop for his opinion, whether

they fliould incur the penalties of treafon by

acting under a foreign power, merely for the

common fafety, and under the conditions

flated above. His anfwer was, that he was

no lawyer; but having always found the law

of England to be confonant to reafon, he

w'ould take upon him to fay, there could be

no law forbidding to do, under thefe circum-

ftanccs, what was abfolutely enjoined by the

great law of felf-preferyation. It Is reported,

E 2
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that when the rebellion was over, feveral per-

fons muttered againft this do<5trine : it might

be conceded, theyfaid, to the exiding terror,

but it was not found, becaufe it might be

employed as an excufe for a tame and

prompt fubmiflion to any invaders. To fuch

tranquil declaimers on the merit of calling

away life and property, in preference to bow-

ing the head to a dorm, it is obvious to reply,

that had they changed dtuations with thofe

who a<5lually felt the didrefs, it is more than

probable they would have feen good reafon

to adopt the very condudl, which in the

fulnefs of fecurity they take upon them to

condemn. To fubmit to a king de facto, and

even to adl by a coinmidion from fuch a one

to'prefcrve the peace of the community,

provided by fo doing you do not preclude

yourfelf from returning under the govern-

ment of a king cle jure, is a pradlice fanc-

tioned by the authority of our mod equitable

Englilh law.

- For the defence of the Cadle, which was

declared to be the head-ouarters of the allied
i

army, a guard was drawn from the garrifon,

conddingof from lixtecn to twenty men, who
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were feldom relieved above onee in twenty-

four hours. Of thefe, four watched at the

Commandant’s door, in the loboy of the

middle ftory; four were placed in the hall;

the reft were diftrlbuted at the gates in baek

and front, whielf had luckily been repaired

and made fecure by the Bifliop jpft before

the invalion. Policy concurred with charity

in recommending thefe poor guards to our

dally care: they were fed and lodged fo much

better than any other foldiers, that it occa-

fioned quarrels and boxings among them

fometimes, for a preference to be ftationed

on the Caftle-guard. And indeed they re-

paid the attention thewn to them, by every

mark of refpefl in their power, and by aflift-

ing in little menial offices in and about the

houfe wherever they were wanted.

Yet was the prefence of fuch protectors a

circLimftance to the family molt dreadful.

The gates, the doors, every thing within as

well as without, our very exiftencewas in

cuftody of a band of rebels, who had the

power at any Inftant to throw open the houfe

to their companions abroad, and let in de-

predation at leaft, if nothing vvorfe. And
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this was a mlfchief too that happened not

iinfrequently. AtCaftle-Lackan, Caftlereagh,

and other houfes belonging to Proteftants,

where guards had been ftationed, the foldiers

proved traitors, and admitted rogues from with-

out to plunder the families they were fent to

defend. If plunder was attractive, few houfes

offered more temptations in that way than the

Bifhop’s, not only becaufe it contained much
valuable property of his own, but becaufe, in

fpite of prudence, he could not refufe to let

it become the repofltory of other people’s

goods. Plate, cafh, leafes, and writings of

confequence,were crowded in upon him, with

an eagernefs that would take no denial, and

with too little caution to render the affair a

fecret. The Commandant was made ac-

quainted with thefe feveral caufes of appre-

henfion on our part, and diflruft of his Irifh

friends. He made light of them for a long

time, in a real or feeming confidence of re-

taining his authority over the rebels; though,

as tlie final period of our captivity approached,

his looks, as well as his redoubled precautions,

fhewed, that he began to be almoft as uneafy

as ourfelves.
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The Commandant and the Bithop, finding

each other to be honeft men, above the

meannefs of deceit, foon came to a mutual

good underflanding. . Charost trufted the

Bifhop with the fight of a letter from Gen,

Humbert to himfelf, enjoining him either

to bury privately the powder left in his care,

or to throw it into the fea, according as he

fhould find it mofl; prudent and feafible. As

to conveying 280 barrels of powder from the

Caftle-yard to the fea, through the rnldfl of

armed rebels, eagerly bent on feizing the

powder for their own ufe, it required not

many words to fhew the extreme improba-

bility of effedtlng fuch a fcheme. It re-

mained therefore to bury it, and that In foine

place within the walls of the Caftle, fufficient

to contain and hide it. With the help of

fome labourers who continued faithful to him,

and of his own domeftics, the Bifhop contrived

in feveral nights’ continual work to bury ninety

barrels under a hot-bed in the garden: the

remainder was committed to a vault in the

haggard under the corn-ftand, where, though

it could not be faid to be concealed, it was

at leaft fecured, as far as might be under
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the given clrcuraftances, from the dreaded

danger of firing by accident.

No lefs than three times, during our trou-

bles, was this danger on the very point of

being realized. Tiie firfi; time was in the

French reign, when the kitchen chimney

vyas fet on fire by the immoderate ufeof the

grate, as I mentioned above. On tlie fecond

occafion, we were faved only by the provi-

dential direction of the wind from catching

the flames of a cabin juif befide us, which was

fired by the King’s troops when tliCy entered

the town on the 23d September, ilie third

was the moft alarming danger of all. On the

eveniirg of that lame remarkable 23d of Sep-

tember, an honelt inoffenfive labourer of the

Bifliop’s quitted the Gaftle to oblige his vyife

tp flay within doors, vyho, vyith tiie fears of

a wornan great with child, was running wildly

about the road in the midft of the fire from

the army. He had feized her hand, and was

hurrying her to his cabin, when a difeharge

of mufquetry killed the man, and mortally

wounded the woman. She was carried up

to the granary in the Callle, where fhe died

fiiat night. Without leave alked, without
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even apprifing the family that they had brought

the woman into the houfe, the foolilh people

about her began to wake the corpfe by light-

ing a fire on the floor of the granary, with

nothins under the turf but a wooden board.

Prcfently fmoke and flames were feen to roll

out of the windows of an apartment diflant

but a few yards from the gunpowder in the

haggard, and the wind pointing diredfly that

way. At the bime inflant, all was confufion

and uproar in the houfe; tiie vidforious army

was marching into quarters at Killalla, and

the principal officers were bufy in arranging

matters for their own accommodation at the

Caftle. It cofl the Biihop fome labour to

make the gentlemen llilen to the ftory, and

believe, that if they did not beffir themfelves,

the town and all its contents would very pro-

bably in a few minutes be erafed from the

face of the earth. By the active exertions

principally of the Knight of Kerry, the fne

>vas foon after got under.

From the time the French left us to the

care of M. Charost, he and two officers

under him melted with the Bifliop's family,

where they were very welcome, being, under
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Providence, their foie protedtors in the midft

of fo many perils. Whatever could be etFe<3:ed

by vigilance, refolution, and conduct for the

fafety of a place confided to them, was to a

furprifing degree effected for the diftri(5l of

Killalla by thefe three French officers, with-

out the fupport of a fingle foldier of their

• own country; and that for the long fpace of

twenty-three days, from the firft ofSeptember

to the day of the battle. It is natural to fup-

pofe, that in fuch a tra<5l of time a tolerable

infight mufl; have been obtained into their

characters; and where the part they acted

was of fo much confequence, the reader

may expect fomc defcription of them.

Lieut.-Col. Charost had attained to the

age of five and forty. He was born in Paris,

the fon (as I was told) of a watch-maker in

that city, who fent him over early to fome

connections in St. Domingo, where he was

fortunate enough to marry a wife with a plan-

tation for her dowry, which yielded him,

before the troubles, an ineome of two thou-

fand pounds fterling per annum. By the

unhappy war which ftill defolates that ifland,

he loft every thing, ewn to his wife and his
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only diild, a daughter; they were taken on

their paflage to France, and fent away to

Jamaica. His eves would fill w'hen he told

the family, that he had not feen thefe dear

relatives for fix years paft, nor even had ti-

dings of them for the laft three years. On

returning to France, he embraced the military

life, at firfi: in the royal fervlce, afterwards,

when the times changed, in that of the re-

public, where he had rifen by due degrees to

the rank he now filled. His refidence had

been at Rochelle with a brother, with whom
he had ffiared bed and board, till he was called,

at only three days notice, to go out on the

prefent expedition. In pcrfon he was ftrong

and vigorous, inclining to fat; his countenance

was cheerful, and on the whole pleafing, not-

withftanding a blemifii in one eye; he had a

plain good underftanding, which fcrved him

for all the ufes that he put it to, and he had

either no leifure or no liking to ftrain it with

over labour. His religion, he told the Blfhop,

he had yet to feek; becaufe his father being

a Catholic, and his mother a Proteftant, they

had left him the liberty of choofing for him-

felf, and he had never yet found time to make
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the enquiry, whlcli however he was fenfible

he ought to make, and would make at fome

time when heaven flaould grant him repofe.

In the interim, lie believed in God, was in-

clined to think there mult be a future Itate,

and was very fure that, while he lived in this

world, it was his duty to do all the good to

his fellow-creaturesthat he could. 'I’heBifliop

offered a prefent to this half-chriftian of a

book that might have fatistied his doubts.

La Religum natiirelle et revelee par V Abbe

Tremblay. He was thankful; but it is not

imlikelv the fisht even of three final! vo-

lumes frightened him, for he never afterwards

claimed the promife. Yet what he did not

exhibit in his own conduct he appeared to

refpetT; in others; for lie took care that no

noife nor dillurbance fliould be made in the

Caftle on Sundays, while the family and

many Proteflants from the town were all'em-

bled in the library at their devotions.

Boudet, the next in rank to the com-,

mandant, was a captain of foot, a native of

Normandy, 28 years of age. His father, he

faid, was yet living, though 67 years old when

he was born. His height was fix feet two
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inches. In perfon,comple6tion, and gravity,

he was no inadequate reprefentation of the

Knight of La Mancha, whofe example he

followed in a recital of his own provvefs and

wonderful exploits, delivered in meafured lan-

guage, and an impofing ferioiifnefs of afpefl.

He came to Killalla from the town of New-
port-Pratt, which he alfured us he had taken

with his own hand, though defended by four

Englilh troopers; he had gallantly kept the

place for three of four days, and retired from

it only becaufe it was afl'ailed by fifteen horfe:

but we were not to be furprifed that fo much

fliould be atchieved by an officer, bred in the

Ecolc Mililaire at Paris to be one of the late

king’s body-guard, trained from his childhood

to arms, a man who hacl ferved in Flanders

and on the Rhine, and had more than once

been obliged to trample on mountains of dead

and dying men after a battle. To vanity he

added a fault that does not often go along

with it, pride. He valued himfelf on an

education fuperior to that of his companions

in arms; was argumentative, contradictious,

and irafcible ; fo that his fuperior officer found

it no eafy matter to maintain peace with him.
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Ills manner, however, though dlflant, was

polite; and he feemed to polTefs a more than

common thareof feeling, if a judgment might

be formed from the energy with which he

declaimed on the miferles of wars and revo-

lutions. His integrity and courage appeared

unqueftlonable. On the whole, when we

became familiarized to his failings, we faw

reafon every day to refpedl his virtues.

The laft of this trio was named Ponson,

a curious contrail in every refpedl to the

character juft defcribed. In ftature he did

not exceed five feet fix inches; but if the

body was little, it was alive from head to

foot. Navarre gaV£ him birth, the country

of Henry IV ; and\ his merry countenance

recalled to mind tl*^ features of that cele-

brated monarch, though without the air of

benevolence diffufed through them; for this

monkey feemed to have no great feeling for

any body but himfelf. Wherever he was, his

prefence was teftified by a noife as loud and

as pertinacious as tliat of a corn-creak; it

was a continued roll of talk, or laughter, or

whiftllng. The decencies of poliflied life he

had probably never known ; or if he had, he
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aflfecled to defplfe them. Yet in a gloomy

hour this eternal rattle had its ufe: it more

than once kept our fpirits buoyant when

terror prefled heaviefl:. I fliall mention two

inftances. One day a crowd of pikemen,

clamorous with fome Infolent demand upon

the Commandant, appeared on the point of

breaking down the Catlle-gate. The Bifhop

exprefled his apprehenfions to Ponson. “ 1

will tell you what to do,” faid he: “ flep out

among them fuddenly, and cry /top thief

,

and

they will every man of them take to their

heels.” The other occaflon was that very

ferious one, when (as fhallbe related prefently)

the news of the French overthrow had weak-

ened the authority of the Commandant to

that degree, that the rebels were deterred

from laying hands on the Proteftants at Kil-

lalla only by the Bifliop’s propofal of fending

ambaflfadors to Caftlebar, to obtain good treat-

ment forthe rebel prifoners there. The Biftiop

and the Commandant flood outflde at the

gate, clofe circled by malcontents; authority

and argument had been tried by turns, mu-
tinous whifpers were going round, the final

iffue of the parley was very uncertain. At
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this critical moment appeared Ponson, com-

ing In from the town, with a face expreliive

of horror. “ Commandant,” fald he, “ I

have a thocking piece of news to tell you.”

‘ What news?’ laid the other, who was not

In a very good humour to liflen to any news.

“ I am married,” cried Ponson; “ married,

Iglve you my oath, toIVIifs fuch a one,” nam-

ing the prettiefl girl in the town. “ This

here wicked curate” (Mr. Nixon, whom he

licld by the arm) “ has tied the knot, before

I could find out what he was about.” This

jidiculous fally, when explained to the by-

fianders, relaxed the features of the whole

company ; fcowling looks were dropt, and

peace and mutual agreement fucceeded.

Ponson was hardy, and patient to admi-

ration of labour and want of reft. Acontlniied

Nwatching of five days and nights together,

vidien the rebels w'ere growing defperate for

prey and mifehief, did not appear to fink his

fpirlts In the fmalleft degree. He was ready

at a moment’s notice to fally out upon the

marauders, whoqa, it lie caught them in the

fa<ft, he belaboured without merevg and with-

out a fymptom of fear for lib own fuiety.
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Tied to a fword as longasliimfelf, and armed

with piftols, firelock, and bayonet, he ftretched

himfelf up to view till he became terrific—

•

at leaft he frightened many a tall peafant
%

mofl: heartily. He was ftrii^fly honed, and

could not bear the want of this quality in

others; fo that his patience was pretty well

tried by his Irlfii allies, for whom he could

not find names fufficlently exprefiive of con-

tempt. The word part of his character was

that which related to religion. The Com-

mandant reported him to be a downright

atheld. In his practice he went beyond

the common herd of the French army, who^

though they fiiewed no dedre to join in wor-

fhipwlth any people, (a circumdance frightful

to all, and adonifhing to the Roman-Catholics)

yet refpe<5ted the devotions of their neigh-

bours. PoNsoN was a douter tinner. The
fird time he dined witli the family at the

Cadle, the Bifhop obferving him fuddenly to

quit the room, afked the Commandant what

he meant. “ You will hardly believe,” faid

Charost, “ that your faying grace to your

meat appeared to him an a(dion fo very ridi-

culous, that as he knew it would be ill man-

F



[ ]

ners to laugh, he was forced to leave the table

till he could fupprefs the emotion.” In fact

the Blfliop did 7iot believe it, but in his own

mind attributed the adtion to a more probable

caufe, vanity, the miferable affedtation of ap-

pearing to be moi'e wicked than he really was.

With thefe three Frenchmen was fome-

tlmes joined an officer of theirs from.Ballina,

who boi’e the title of Major O’Keon. A
native of our barony of Tyrawley, O’Keon
had received his education for the prlefthood

t

in France, and had attained to a benefice of

fome value in the chui'ch, when the Revo-

lution, ftripping him at once of pi'ofeffion and

live; hood, forced hiir: to become a foldier for

bread. The common road to a commlffion

in the French armies is now, I underlfand,

length of fervice in the ranks. By fervice

O’Keon was become either a major or a

captain, for lie was called indlffei'ently by

both names. He was a fat jolly-looking

man, with a ruddy countenance that carried

nothing forbidding in it, except that his black
I

thick eyebrows ran into each other, as they

often do in aboriginal Irilh faces. Of the

Engliffi tongue he retained enough to be
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quite intelligible ; and being alfo expert in

Irifh as well as French, he was able to render

confiderable fervice to his caufe. His con-

nedtions with this neighbourhood (for he had

a father and two brothers near Ballina, hear-

tily atfedted to the French) induce a ftrong

fufpicion of the truth of a ftory which he

gave out when he firft landed, and to which

he adhered to -the laft, that his being deftined

to this expedition was an accident, and that

the fquadron itfelf, which brought him over,

was intended to invade not Killalla, but Do-

negal. From his converfation theBilhophad

conceived a good opinion of this man. His

language breathed nothing but mildnefs and

liberality; and indeed his behaviour was fuit-

able, for he exerted himfelf on all occafions

to prote(5l the loyalifts, and frequently with

the greateft effect. At one time particularly,

he is faid to have prevailed on an armed mob
at Ballina to drop their declared purpofe of

marching to Killalla, to have all the Protes-

tants there imprifoned: it is even added, that

he turned them back after they had adlually

advanced a part of the way. This conduct,

whether he adopted it from principle or

F 2
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policy, contributed more than his proving

liimfelf to be a naturalized Frenchman, to

fave his life afterwards on his court-martial at

Caftlebar. He efcaped with fome difficulty,

with the help of an atteftatlon in his favour

from the Bllhop, among many others; and

being forbid ever to return to the Britifh ter-

ritories, he exprelTed in Dublin, and more

lately by letter from Yarmouth, the higheft

fenfe of his obligations to the Biffiop. It is

painful to add, that experience and further

enquiry Into the character of this quondam

pried; have convinced his benefadtor, that the

man was deficient both in morals and com-

mon honefty.*

Before Humbert had quitted Killalla, a

perfon came to him from Ballina of the name

of Bellew. He was brother to Dr. Bellew,
the titular bilhop of the fee, and by his own

report was not long fince come from abroad

to try to recover a patrimony, from the pof-

feffion of which he was unjuftly detained by

this brother. To the loyalifts he protefted,

that the profpedt of being enabled to take

* He cheated the Biihop of twelve guineas, and he car-*

ried off from Dublin another man’s wife.
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vengeance on his brother was his chief in-

ducement for joining the French : to General

Humbert he urged the merit of his military

knowledge, acquired by eighteen years fer-

vice under the Emperor. He was taken by

the General at his word, and prefently re-

ceived from him a pompous commiffion to be

generaliflimo of all the allies of France, levied

and to be levied within a diftriA extending

from Balllna to Weftport. It appeared in the

fequel how little the French regarded their

ovvn commiffions to Irilhmen; for this man

prefently thewing by his behaviour that he

was a .beaftly drunkard, almoft to lunacy,

Charost turned him out of liis office with

difgrace in the face of the rebel army, with-

out waiting for Humbert’s orders, and gave

the charge of the levies to O’Donnel. As

long as he had any authority, M. le General

Bellew was a fad nuifance to the people of

Killalla, particularly to the family of Mr,

Owen Morrison, a worthy and very re-?

fpe6table Proteftant merchant, at whofe houfe

he chofe to take up his quarters. He there

lived as in a conquered country, extorting by

threats from his hofts whatever he wanted,
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even to wearing-apparel, getting drunk con-

tinually, lighting his pipe with paper torn

from the walls of his apartment, and laying

a heavy tax on the fight and fmell of every

body that approached him, being to the laft

degree filthy in his perfon, and eaten up with

the itch. When he got any frefh clothing,

his pradtice was to put it over the old habili-

ments; fo that he wore two or three fhirts,

and a pair of fatin fmall-clothes, of Mr.

Morrison’s, when he was hanged. For to

this cataftrophe the wretched creature de-

fervedly came at lafl. He was taken at the

battle of Killalla, tried by the court-martial,

and executed two days after in the Bifhop’s

demefne.

Bad as the fituation of the owners of . the

Caftle during their captivity appeared to be,

it mufl be confelTed it was in many refpects

far better than that of the towns-people. The

Caftle, being head-quarters, was regularly fup-

plied with provifions, drawn from the plunder

of thecountry ; and the prefence of the French

officers, added to the large family always re-

fident in it, left little room for intruders from

the rebel army. In the town the cafe was

»
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different. There a fcarcity next to famine

foon appeared; rapine, the only fource of

fubfiftence, often failed of fuccefs; every

petty fellow, who could by theft or violence

provide himfelf with a fword and a cafe of

piftols, immediately took the name and au-

thority of an officer, and lived (efpecially in

Proteffant houfes, which were almoft the only

decent ones) at his difcretion. Perfonal in- -

juries indeed were rare, becaufe the muni-

cipal power was always at hand to reftrain

or punifh them; but infolence and avarice

had their full fwing. In popular commotions

it has generally been obferved, that natural

talents go but a little way to procure influence;

the leader of a mob is almoft Invariably the

man that outgoes all the reft in wlckednefs

and audacity. An example, in proof of this

obfervation, occurred on the evening of the

fixth of September.

The Caftle family were affembled at tea,

and Mrs. Stock and the Commandant amu-

fing themfelves (as well as they could with

two feparate languages) at a party of plcquet,

when word was brought that a Mr. Goodwin,

a proteftant of the town, had juft been fent
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to prlfon by Major Flanagan without a

fliadow of reafon, and that he muft remain

in cuftody till the morning, unlefs the Com-

mandant would come to his aid. This pre-

tended Major was a drunken daring wretch,

who had kept an ale-houfe at Killalla, and

was but lately returned from the gaol of

Caftlebar, where he had been confined on a

charge of treafon, and narrowly efcaped trans-

portation. The company arofe, and the gen-

tlemen accompanied the Commandant to the

fcene of difturbance, Mr. Morrison’s houfe,

the Bifliop himfelf thinking the occafion of

that nature as to demand fome rifk of his own

perfon. At the door, where a great crowd

had aflembled, they found Flanagan on
' horfeback, drunk, and very noify. The Com-

mandant, by his interpreter the Bilhop, atked

the man his authority lor committing people

to prlfon, commanded him to go and difcharge

his prifonerj and was anfwered faucily, that

he would not let Goodwin ftir from the

Prevot that night, let who would order, it. It

was a very ferious crifis. There was juft light

enough todilcern in the faces of the furround-

ing multitude a doubt, a wavering between
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the two contending parties, which would pro-

bably be decided in favour of that wliich ftood

firmeft to its point. Bellew, the mock
general, took the part of his fellow drunkard,

entreating him in a wheedling tone to give

a promife that he would fet the prifoner at

liberty in the morning. Moll of the fpec-

tators were armed. Had a fpirit of mifchief

prompted anyone of them to raife his weapon

againll the Commandant and his company, a

general maffacre and anarchy would molt

probably have followed. Charost .was fen-v

fible that all depended on Ileadincfs. With

a llrong and firm tone he commanded Fla-

nagan to quit his horfe. The culprit, look-

ing round for help, and feeing none, obeyed.

He was then deliberately Itrlpped by the

Commandant himfelf of liis piftols and fword,

and put under arrell for difobeying the orders

of his fuperior officer, when he was firlt fpoken

to. The place of his confinement, it w^as

fuppofed, would, for that night at lealf, be

the houfe near which they were handing;

and already Flanagan’s comrades, under a

fhew of refpecl for the arrell, were lca,dl ng
him into Mr. Morrison’s, when the Bilhop,
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liaftily interpoling, cried out to the Comman-

dant not to let him go. The hint was taken,

for the fellow would furely have been libe-

rated as foon as we had turned our baeks.

Charost took his arm, the tall Norman
marched before him,PoNSON ftrutted behind,

fupported by the Cattle gentry; and the pro-

ceffion arrived without let or molettation at

the guard-room by theCaftle gate, where the

mutineer was ordered to take up his quarters

for the night. The crowd then difperfed;

Goodwin was fet at liberty; and after a two

hours’ confinement Mr. Toby Flanagan
was allowed to go about his butinefs, divelted

of his borrowed authority, together w-ith the

enligns of it, his fword and pitlols, which the

Commandant would never afterwards futfer

him to refume. The Bithop met him at

times in the ftreet, and was certain from his

fcowling vifage that he meditated revenge.

Indeed he had at all times an uncommon
wickednefs in his eyes, which, though dark

and piercing, he was unable to fix fteadily

upon an honeft man. Flis death, therefore,

on the day of Killalla, was the only one at

the news of which the whole town feemed
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to concur In rejoicing; nor was the manner

of it diffimilar from his life. He had fled

from the battle into a houfe in the town,

where he knew he had no chance of being

long hid from his purfuers. So he joined a

party of the vi(5lors as they were in full chafe

after the rebels, crying out “ that he would

be their guide to the wicked croppies,” till

coming to a place where two paffages met,

he pointed out one of them to the foldlers,

and threw himfelf headlong into the other.

“ That’s a croppie himfelf,” exclaimed with

an oath a Fraser fencible, who had kept

his eyes upon him; and on the inftant he

fent a ball after the wily fugitive, which ter-

minated all his pranks at once.

On the feventh of September, an obfcure

report arrived at Killalla of the adtion at

Colooney, fought on the fifth, which was faid

to have ended in favour of the French. It

was added, that Lord Cornwallis was ad-

vancing in perfon to flop their progrefs, at the

head of more than 20,000 men. The flory

wrought the effedls that might be expected.

The Popifli inhabitants became mad with

apprehenfions from their Proteflant brethren,
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on whom thcyfeemed every moment on the

very point of laying violent hands. The

pretext was ftill the fame, that the French

officers were truftingOrangemen with the im-

plcmentsof deltruction. Mr. John Bourke,

of Summer-liill, about two miles from Killalla>

a Proteftant of good property, was (I believe)

the only gentleman in the barony capable of

bearing arms, who had not joined fome yeo-

man corps, nor been carried away from his

houfe and farm to a6t agalnft the enemy. He
was at Sligo when he heard of the invahon,

from which town he haftened away to his

own houfe, and immediately fet about the

defence of it with great fpirit and prudence.

He bricked up the windows in the ground-

floor, together with the door in front, put

arms Into the hands of four or five people

whom he could truft, plied them well with

food . and whlfkey, and thus fortified, he cha-

lenged the marauders of the country to do

their worft. Ammunition howeverwas likely

to fail him, and in queftof this he found him-

fclf obliged to come to Killalla. Through the

Bifhop he reprefented his perilous fituation

to the Commandant; that his houfe flood
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fingle, in conftant clanger of pillage, but that

he would trouble nobody for affiftance, If he

might only have a grant from the French of

powder and bail to arm his own people.

Charost approved of the young man’s fpirit,

and ordered him a fmall cafk of powder im-

mediately. Mr. Bourke had at firft en-
%

lertained thoughts of adting as one of theO O

municipal officers appointed to keep the

peace, in the hope thereby of protecting his
I

own property; but he dropped the project, on
.

finding that he was not likely to be elected

by his neighbours, and now confined his at-

tention to the getting home fafely the prefent

he had received of gunpowder. This how-

ever he was quite unable to accompiifh. A
furious clamour was raifed at the Caftle gate

as foon as the powder cafk was obferved on

the car; remonftrance was followed by threat-

ening, the car was (topped, and Mr. Bourke

was forced to refign what, with fo much ha-

zard of his perfon in coming to Killalla, he

had obtained;

Saturday Sept. 8, (a day memorable for

the victory of Ballinamuck,) exhibited to the

town of Killalla a new fubjeCt of alarm and



[ ’8 ]

terror. Hitherto it had been, to fueh as had

any thing tolofe, matter of comfort to obferve,

liovv aukwardly ,the armed peafants handled

their firelocks, and how flow a progrefs they

were making in the arts of deftruction. This

day, for the firfl time, pikes began to be talked

of, inftead of mufquets. An officer of the

rebels, one of the very few among them who

feemed to have a head for mifchief as well

as a heart, fignified to the Commandant (ftill

by the Bifliop, who made it a point to inter-

pret faithfully, even where the matter of dif-

courfe made him fhudder) that, the friends of

liberty, feeing the fire-arms were all diftri-

buted,and that they were not thought worthy

of being trufied with tlie ammunition brought

from Franee, had come to a refolution of

forming a ftrong body of pikemen. who, they

trufied, would be found capable of doing at

leafi as much execution on the enemy as any

of their fellows. They therefore defired per-

miflion to feize upon all the iron they could

find in the fiores of Mr. Kirkwood, or elfe-

W'here, to fabricate pike-heads.

Charost liked the propofal almofi as little

as the Bifhop did. As a foldier, he defpifed
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the fervice of pikemen againft regular troops;

as a man, he hated the ufe to which thefe

weapons might be applied by the robber and

the murderer. But it was not his place to

throw obftacles in the way of any offer to

advance the common caufe. He contented

himfelf therefore with applauding the zeal of

the people, who, he faid, fliould have leave

to ufe Mr. Kirkwood’s iron, as foon as there

was an abfolute need of making free with that

gentleman’s property, butadvifed them to try

firft whether they could not get iron enough

in an honeft way, by converting into pike-

heads what they had at home of that material,

their own forks and other implements of hus-

bandry. The anfwer v/as taken in good part,

and faved the flores for the prefent. But as

pikes were not forbidden, all the fmiths and

carpenters were prefently fet to work at mak-

ing them, and every thief was bufy in fup®

plying materials for them. Pitch-forks were

lawful prize from that day forth ; and young

trees were more becoming as pike-handles in

the grafp of a lover of liberty, than as orna-

ments to a gentleman’s farm. In a fhort

time a body of pikemen was railed, under
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the direcllon of the officer above-mentioned,

which receiving daily acceffions of numbers,

became the more formidable to peaceful peo-

ple, becaufe they carried their weapons every

where, did no regular military duty, and

mixed in every tumultuous allembly with a

fuperior aptnefs for mlfchief.

Precarious as the ftate of things at this time

evidently was, it created furprize to obferve,

that the country folk had the hardinefs to

continue bringing their goods to the market,

where they found a ready fale. Charost
availed hlmfelf of his power, only to take the

weightier articles of provilion; from the lower

clafs of people he drew little or nothing with-

out paying for it. Of courfe, what ready-

money he had brought with him, which did

not exceed forty louis, was foon expended.

The other officers were poorer than hlmfelf,

and their pay from home was not to be looked

for. In this exigency there was no refource,

but in a requifition of money from thediftrief,

which enjoyed the benefit of the French pro-

tection. The Bifiiop was applied to for a lift

of names of perfons moft competent to con-

tribute. His anfwer was, that he favv no
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objection either to the demand itfelf, or the

quantum, which was fifty guineas, and that

he fhould himfelf pay one-fifth of the con-

tribution; but he defiled to be.excufed from

the bufinefs of aflbfling the other Inhabitants,

as he w^as too new a comer to be acquainted

with their circumflances. Mr. Devitt, their

new magiftrate, occurred as the perfon moft

likely to execute the bufinefs for them. Pre-

fewtly comes a tranllatcd letter from the

Commandant to the Citizen Magiftrate De-

vitt, inviting him “ to entreat the town

and diftribt of Klllalla to fhew, by their con-

tributions, their zeal for the glorious caufe of

the people. Some had come forward al-

ready with prefentsof money; and the writer

doubted not, but many would be ready to

imitate the good example. An exadt regifter

fliould be kept of the names and the fums

fubfcribed, and the French government only

afked it under the name of a loa7i.” With

fome delay and grumbling the fum was raifed

at laft, a good part of w'hich remained in the

hands of Mrs. Stock, till it proved a feafon-

able fupply to Charost and his companions,

when they were ordered away to Dublin.

G
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About this time O’Donnel, the young

man mentioned above as having helped to

protedl Mr. Kirkwood in Erris, came to

Killalla, with no other view, as he pretended,

than to offer his fervices in preferving the

peace of the town, by exerting his influence

over the mountaineers of his own difl:ri6t. To

tins obje6t he feemed for fome time to con-

fine his attention; and gained fo upon the

Commandant by an appearance of fenfe and

a<fl;ivity, that he was prefently appointed to

the office of town-major, with a command

over the nightly watch. It is poflible, he

did not mean at firfl: to accept any military

commiflion from the French; but having a

large fhare of vanity in his compofition, and

feeling himfelf grow into confequence among

the rebels, by comparifon with their drunken

general Bellew, he afpired to his place,

and in fa6l (though never formally) fuc-

ceeded to it after the other was turned out.

Charost had more than once occafion, in

the fequel, to repent of having placed a con-

fidence in this man, before he had time to

know his charadter. The airs the young

jackanapes gave himfelf became every day
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more troublefome. On pretence that he

muft have a bed at the Caftle to take the

orders of the Commandant in cafe of any dis-

turbance at night, he took to himfelf one of

the bed-chambers of the middle floor, from

which it was not poflible afterwards to diflodge

him; and this apartment he was pleafed to.

dlflinguilh by the name of his room. His

next attempt was to be admitted to mefs with

the family; but here he failed of fuccefs.

The Bifliop, difgufted with his forwardnefs

and vulgar manners, avoided as much as he

could all intercourfe with him ; and when he,

did alk him to fit down at his table, (as at

times he could fcarcely help doing fo without

rudenefs,) it was evidently the refult of con-

ftraint; fo that Mr. O’DonneL' kept himfelf

at a diftance for the mofl: part, but complained

much of the ingratitude with which he was

treated, after his great fervices in protecting

the Bifliop and his family. The prefence of

fuch a lodger taught the people at the Caftle

to feel for the fituation of their neighbours of

of the town, annoyed, as they were known
to be, by company of a ftill coarfer mould.

Day and night the ftaircafe was infefled with

G 2
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O’Donnel’s levee, cither vvitli drunken boors

from Errls, or liis own kinsfolk the Mac-
GuiREs,of Crofmalina, the principal of whom
was a brewer of feme fubltance, who for his

good fervices to France, by engaging himfelf

and three or four fons in this rebellion, has

lately been requited with a halter. His fons,

flrong brutes, without mind or manners, but

by aid of pillage provided with good clothes

and arms, were back and forward at Killalla,

concerting meafures with their coufinO’DoN-

NEL, and indeed helping to make him lefs

odious, when his behaviour was viewed in

comparifon with theirs. One of the Mac-

quires, under colour of delivering a meflage

to the Commandant, had the infolence one

day to thruft himfelf into the dining-parlour,

while the family were at dinner, and feemed

to enjoy the alarm which his fancy counte-

nance, his fword and piflols, occafioaed among

the ladies. The Commandant inftantly or-

dered him to leave the room, with a lharp

rebuke for his prefumptlon; declaring at the

fame time, that there were two hours of the

twenty-four which he would not fuffer to be

w'refted from him by any bufinefs whatfoever.
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Another of thefe three youths, Roger Mac-
GuiRE, carried himfelf witli fo much imper-

tinence in his embafTy at Caftlebar, (to be

mentioned prefently,) as would have drawn

deftruction on his own head, if the fafety of

better people had not happened at that time

to be included in his.

Difagreeable as an inmate, O’Donnel was

not however without merit as an officer, and

a guardian of the public peace. His firft

exertions were directed to preventing watte by

the unnecetTary flaughter of beatts. To fup-

ply the rebel camp, theep and oxen had been

driven in daily in fuch numbers, and with fo

little attention to economy, that as there was

very little fait to be had, and the weather was

rather warm, it was found neceffary to bury

many joints of fretli meat in the earth to pre-

vent an infection. Of this abufe the Com-
mandant and the Biffiop were eye-witneffies

one morning, being led to a back-yard in

the town, where lay the carcafes of half a

dozen bullocks juft killed. O’Donnel re-

ceived orders to lay before the magiftrate

Devitt regular accounts of what frefh meat

would be wanted by the troops on perma-
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nent duty. The magiftrate was to iffue a

requifition for the fupply demanded, fending

a guard to take fo muclrfrom the farmers,

and no more. The beafts were to be taken

to one particular fpot, appointed for killing

them; and proclamation was made, that any

perfon caught in driving and killing, without

a written order from the magiflrate, tliould be

inftantly thot. By the vigilance of O’Don-

NEL the order was tolerably well obeyed,

though the confumption after all was cer-

tainly very great.

It was a novel tituation to the Bifliop to be

forced to fubfift on plunder, both of meat and

drink. The choiceft beef and mutton from

grazing grounds that feed the boaft of the

markets of Dublin, excellent wines and fpi-

rits, extracted from the cellars of his very good

friends the neighbouring gentry, made their

vilits in due order at the Caftle, and were

received, at firft with groans and lamentations

over the times, and at laft with' great equa-

nimity, as a misfortune that could not be

helped. At times, the company at the Caftle

even felt a difpofition to be merry on the ar-

rival of one of thefe felonious cargoes. Some
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bottles of excellent hock, drawn from the

cellars of the Right Hon. Colonel King, at

Ballina, came as a prefent from the French

officer there to M. Charost. The wine on

trial was found fo good, that confclence began

to mutter at the fin of affifting in the robbery

of fo hofpitable a gentleman as the owner

muft have been, unlefs he might be proved

guilty of fome crime. He was therefore for-

mally indidled for loyally^ for an obftinate

adherence to his Sovereign, and to the Confti-*

tution under which he was born. The charge

was eafily proved, as Col. King was then juft

recovering from a fiiot through the body,

which he had received at the battle of New
Rofs, fighting ftoutly at the head of his re-

giment againft the United Irifhmen, the

meiitorious allies of France, and lovers of

revolution. Of courfe he was pronounced

guilty with acclamations, and his wine was

confifcated without a dllTenting voice.

The confufion of the times had unavoid-

ably fufpended the exerclfe of public worfhip

-by the members of the Eftablifhed Church.

On the Lord’s day, a confiderable number

from the town ufed to venture into the Caftle
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to join tlie family there at devotions, offered

up with a ferioufnefs and fervency fuitable to

the prefent diftrefs. The worthy minifter of

the parifh, Dean Thompson, went throiigli

the Church fervice, aflilted by his curate; the

Bifhop preached. We all found by expcri*

ence, both lay and clergy, the truth of the

Pfalmift’s declaration. It is good for me that

I have been in affliction. Happy, if we fhall

be enabled, by the Divine aid, through the

varying fcenesof our future life, to retain the

good feelings, and pradtife the lefTons, which

that awful period linpreired upon us ! Prayers

were offering at the Caftle on the Oth of Sep^

tember, when the congregation was alarmed

•by hearing the found of the cathedral bell.

.On enquiry It.was found, that Mi'.O’Donnel

had taken the key of the church out of the

fexton’s houfe, and ordered the .bell to be

i-ung for the purpofe of calling his Roman-

Catholic followers to mafs in the houfe of

Mr. Morrison, a Proteflant merchant, who

with his family was forced to witnefs the

cereniony. The Bifhop was determined not

to overlook fuch an encroachment. He
went, ininiediately after divine fervice, tQ



C 89 J

O’Donnel, expoftiilatcd calmly witli liim

oa an acllon wliich rnull awake the jealoufy

of t!ie Ellablifhed Ciiurch, for the fafety of

wliat the law had pot into tlieir hands, and

in concluhon defired he would return the

key, and for the future give up all thought

of uting the church hell. With this demand

O’Donnel, apparently foftened by the man-

ner in whicii it was uro'cd, cornolied: nor

was any attempt aftewards actually made on

the cathedral by the Romanilts, though in

the camp they often expreiied a refolution to

feize upon it. The prefence of the French

always retrained them.

Indeed the conlraft with regard to reli-o

gious fentiments, between the French and

their Irifh allies, was extremely curious. The

atheifl defpifed and affronted the bigot; but

the wonder was, how the zealous Fapift tliould.

come to any terms of agreement with a fet

ol nien, who boafted openly in our hearing,

“ that they had juft driven Mr. Pope out of

-Italy, and did not expe6l to find him again

fo fuddenly In Ireland.” It aftonifhed the

French officers to hear the recruits, when

they offered their fervice, declare, “ that
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they were come to take arms for France, and

the Blcjfed V'irgin." The conduct of the

feveral priefts, who engaged in the fame

treafonable entcrprifc, was yet more furpri-

fing than that of their people. No fet of

men could be treated with more apparent

marks of diflike, and even contempt, than

thefe were by the French, though againft

the plaineft fuggefiions of policy, which re-

commended attention to them, both as hav-

ing an influence over their flocks, and as

ufeful interpreters, mofl of them (from their

foreign education) being able to fpeak a little

French. Yet the Commandant would not

trufi: to their interpretation: if he wanted to

know the truth, he waited till he could fee

the Bifliop. A hair-brained priefi:, of the

name of Sweeny, had efcaped along with

Boudet from Newport,when it was re-taken,

apprehenfive of the punithment which after-

wards overtook the poor wretch for the a6tive

part he had adopted in exciting his parifli-

ioners to rebellion. The man had a fmatter-

ing of fcience, particularly in the antiquities

of his country, of which he feemed to be

paflionately fond. On being introduced by
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Boudet to the Commandant, he preferred

an humble requeffc to that officer, that where-

as every thing lately belonging to the Pro-

teftants muft now be French property, and

inafmuch as foldiers were not ufually covet**

ous of books, he thould be extremely obliged

to M. Charost if he would make him a pre-

fent of the Billiop of Killalla’s library. “ The

Bi/hop’s library,” anfvvered Charost, turn-

ing from him with contempt, “ is juft as

much his own now as ever it was.”

What powerful motive could prevail on

this order of men to lend their hearts and

hands to a revolution, which fo manifeftly

threatened to overwhelm their own credit

and confequence, fuppofing even that they

were indifferent to the fate of that religion

of which they profeffed themfelves to be the

confecrated minifters? I will tell the reader

what I conceive to be the true key to this

myftefy, if I may have his pardon for the

digreffion.

The alrnoft total dependenceof the Romlfli

clergy of Ireland upon their people for the

means of fubfiftence is the caufe, according

to my beft judgment, why upon every po-
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pillar commotion many pricfcs of that com-

munion have been, and until meafures of

better policy are adopted, always will be found

in the ranks of ledition and oppolition to the

eftablilhed government. The peafant will

love a revolution, becaufe he feels the weiijht

of poverty, and has not often the fenfe to

perceive that a change of mafters may render

it heavier: the priefi mufl follow the impulfe

of the popular wave, or be left behind on the

beach, to perifh. There was a time, indeed,

when fuperflition was of force to uphold the

credit and revenues of the Church of Rome,

ei’en where convulfions fhook to pieces the

fabric of civil government. But the reign of

fuperftition is either pafl, or palling: at leaft,

if it holds the mind of the believer, it is not,

by many degrees, fo effectual as formerly to

open his purfe. Holy oil, and indulgences,

and abfolutions, have fallen very much in

their price; confeffions are, comparatively

fpeaking, unproductive; and even the golden

mine of purgatory feems to be running to a

thread. Voluntary contribution, the main

refource of the prieft, mult depend on his

popularity. “ Live with me, and live as I
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do; opprefs me not with fiiperlor learning

or refinement; take thankful! v what I choofe
«/

to give you, and earn it by compliance witii

my political creed and conduvd fuel), when

juftly trandated, is tlie language of the Irifli

cottager to his pricll. It is language, which

will be liftened to in proportion to the exi-

gency of the cafe. A fturdy moralift will

do his duty in fpite of penury: admirable,

and not to be looked for among the common
lierd of mankind, is the virtue, which can

withftand the menace of abfolute want of

bread. The remedy for this defedt in the

prefent political fyfteni of Ireland ihould

feem to be as eafy as it is obvious. But it

is not for a private individual to fugged: to

our enlightened legiflature either the time

or the meafure, in which fuch a remedy

ought to be applied.

Although the cathedral church of Killalla

efcaped violence in the manner related, there

was fcarcely another Proteftant place of wor-

(hip throughout the united diocefes, that did

not quickly bear evident marks of the reli-

gious intolerance of the rebels. But their

malice was principally diredted againft a Pres-
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byterlan meetlng-houfe between Klllalla and

Ballina, the only one of the kind, I believe,

in the county. It had lately been fitted up

and decently ornamented by the unwearied
•r

exertions of the minifler, the Rev. Mr. Mar-
SHALL, whofe exemplary charadler had en-

titled him to fo much refpect, that all his

Proteftant neighbours without diftindtion had

contributed to give him a handfome place

of worfliip. In a very fiiort time after the

commencement of the rebellion, nothing re-

mained of the meeting-houfe except the

walls. The congregation experienced no

belter treatment than their temple. They

were a colony of very induftrious w-eavers

from the north, tranflated hither feme years

back by the Earl of Arran to a village of

his, called Mullifarragh, where they had flou-

rifhedfo much, that they w^ere grown rich, and

had increafed to the number of a thoufand

perfons. The name of Orangemen had but

juft begun to be heard of in Connaught; and

much it w'ere to be wifhed, that no fuch fo-

clety had ever appeared among us, to furnifh

to the Romanifts too plaufible a pretext for

alarm and hoftility againft their Proteftant
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brethren. The Blfliop had oppofed their

eftablilhment with all his might. On the

very day wlien the invalion happened, he was

bulled in entering a proteft, in his primary

vifitation charge, againll the firll fentence of

the oatli by which Orangemen are united

together, “ I am not a Roman-Catholic.”

The words founded in his ears too like thofe

in the propliet. Stand off, I am holier than

thou\ and affuredly they are not calculated

to conciliate. The fociety had originated in

the fame northern county, which fome years

before had difgraced itfelf by an infamy new

to Proteftants, an actual expullion of Roman-

Catholics from their homes. The perpetra-

tors of this lawlefs deed were fuppofed to be

chiefly Prefbyterians ; and now upon the un-

offending people of that perfuaflon in Con-

naught were to be retaliated the injuries done

to the Romanilts in Ulfter. The village of

Mullifarragh, on pretence of fearching for

arms, was ranfacked in three no<5lurnal inva-

ffons of the rebels, till there was nothing left

in it worth carrying away; and this in defi-

ance of a protedlion under the hand of the

Commandant, obtained for them and their
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pallor by the Bifliop. The poor fgfferers

came in tears to M. Charost, to return him

a proteellon which had done them no good,

tt Ihockcd him very mucii. Often did lie

whifper the Bilhop, that no confideration

Ihould prevail on him again to trull himfelf

to fuch a horde of favages as the Irilh.

The cloud of common fiilfcrlng makes the

features of diftindlion between Protcllants, in

the matter of religion, appear as nothing.

Mr. Marshall, having loft his own chapel,

readily and devoutly joined us in our worfhip.

Service being ended, he informed us, that the

people of Sligo, after a fmart adlion or two

at Coloony on the preceding Thurfday, had

fucceeded in turning the French from their

own town towards the county of Leitrim,

where it was probable they would meet a

force from Ennilkillen and Dublin, that would

be able to give a good account of them.

Caftlebar, Newport-Pratt, and Weftport, he

alTured us, were recovered, and nothing re-

mained in the hands of the enemy but our

town and Ballina. The joy of this news was

prelently dallied with the refle6lion, that if

tiie French • Ihould pulh on, and be defeated
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at length in feme place far removed from us,

we muft be left, abfolutely deftitute of de-

fence, at the mercy of rebels irritated by

defpair, and for a fpace of time quite fufR-

clent to accomplifli our deftrudtion. The

danger was felt and acknowledged ; but as we

could not by our own forefight or prudence

avert it, we caft ourfelves for the event on

the good pleafure of Him, who knew beft

what was fitting for us.

Air. Marshall was the bearer this morn-

ing, Sept. 9 , of a frefh complaint from his

people at Alullifarragh : they had not only

been robbed of their goods, but a confiderable

number of them had been carried prifoners

to Ballina, for the alledged crime of being

Orangemen, where, by permiffion of the

French officer Truc, they remained clofe

prifoners, with fcarcely any thing for their

fupport. This behaviour of Truc much dif-

pleafed the Commandant, as he had ftraitly

charged that officer not to liften to accufa-

tions on a religious account, nor fuffer any

perfon to be confined for them. He thought

it incumbent on him therefore to go imme-

diately to Ballina to redtify matters there, and

H
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enforce a better execution of his orders, which

Jie did, taking Ponson along with him. The

bufinefs employed him the whole day, as he

had above fixty prifoners to examine and dis-

charge. During his abfence, the loyalifts at

Killallahad not been very eafy in their minds,

committed as they were to the protection of

M. Boudet only, and on the day of the week

when danger was molt to be apprehended,

from the confluence of people out of the

country to their prayers.

Nothing, however, of an unpleafant na-

ture occurred this or the two following days,

except the ufual annoyance from lies of the

approach of an enemy, fabricated by the re-

bels to colour their importunity for ammuni-

tion. Seven hundred and fifty recruits were

counted before the Caftle gate on the 11th,

who came to offer their fervices for re-taking

the neighbouring towns that had returned to

their allegiance; and this, after arms had

been delivered out by the French, as I men-

tioned before, to upwards of five thoufand.

Tlie population in the mountainous parts of

the county of Mayo much exceeds what

the country, from its haggard appearance.
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would be thought capable of fuftaining.

Tliefe laft recruits were extremely urgent to

cut down two afh groves, planted to fcreen

the fee-houfe from the winds that blow with

fo much fury in this climate. Pikes they

mull have, they faid, fince they were not

fupplied with other weapons; but they paid

the Bilhop the compliment of promlling to

fpare his trees, if he would only get them

leave from the Commandant to cut down

thofe that belonged to his neighbour Roger
Palmer, efq; or to the agent of that gen-

tleman, Sir John Edmund Browne, who
feemed to he very unpopular among them.

With much difficulty, and with the facrifice

of three or four very good trees, they were

prevailed upon to deffil at that time from

further mifchief.

Sept. 12 and 13, the meflengers of ill news

poured in upon us continually, announcing

frelh depredations on every fide. Cafllereagh,

the feat of Arthur Knox, efq; (brother-

in-law to the Earl of Meath,) Callle-Lacken,

'the property of Sir John Palmer, hart, were

broke open, and completely rifled. Mr.

John Bourke, of Summer-hill, informed

H 2
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tlie Blfliop by meffage, that lie was threat-

ened grievoufly, and in danger of murder, if

he was not fupplied prefently witli a guard

and ammunition; he added. in his note, tliat

he had cadi in the lioufe, which he widied

to have conveyed to the Caftle. A faithful

domeflic of Mr. Knox’s.came with tears in

his eyes to the Bilhop, to heg he would fend

a party of men to Cafllereagh, to fnatch up

what might yet he refeued from the fpoilers,

particularly a quantity of. wine, fpirits, and

groceries, which, if they mufi: be loft to his

mafler, had better go to the ufe of the garri-

fon in the Caflle, than to a parcel of ruffians.

. The want of horfes was now felt feverely.

The Bidiop had hut one left, which had been

fent back to him by tlie French from Cas-

tlebar. This was difpatched with a car to

Caftlereagh, together with a party under

O’Donnel, to bring off what goods he conld

to the Caftle. Another horfe was found

fomewhere, to convey M. Boudet to Sum-

mer-hill; and as he could effedl nothing

without an interpreter, the Bifhop, much
againlt his will, was obliged to truft his eldefl

fpn with this officer, through a country fen-
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derecl alnioft as dangerous as a field of battle

by the inconfiderate firing of fhots by the

rebels in all directions. The pair walked and

rode by turns, and a very unpleafant fufpenfe

prevailed at the Cattle until their return

late in the evening. By their appearance at

Summer-hill, quiet wasforthe prefent reftored

to that place. Boudet rendered honour-

able teftimony to the fpirit with which Mr.

Bourke defended his property againft a hoft

of marauders. But the Bifhop trembled at

the hazard his fon Edwin had incurred, when

Mr. Bourke prevailed on him to be the

bearer to the Caflle of 170 guineas in cafli.

While this was pafling, all was confufion

in the lower part of the Caftle, by the con-

dition in which the party returned that had

gone to Caftlereagh. No expedient for fav-

ing the wine and fpirits from the unworthy

mouths that were preparing to fwallow them

appeared to the meffengers to be fo ready

and effectual, as that of ufing the liquors in-

ftantly themfelves. In confequence, the

Bifhop’s butler returned from tbe expedition

pot-valiant, quarrelled with the gardener and

carter, prefented a blunderbufs at the former,
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and provoked the Blfliop himfelf fo much

by faucy language, tliat he loft his temper,

and almoft knocked the fellow down with a

box on the ear. The Commandant inter-

pofing, locked him up in his own pantry, and

left him to fleep there till morning. The

man had been an excellent fervant, and it is

hoped will continue to be fo in a place of

lefs temptation. But the opportunity of

gaining by the arrival of the French was too

alluring: he declared for them immediately,

ferved them only, to the negledting of his

mafter, betrayed the fecrets of the cellar to

them, talked often like a rebel, and in fhort

did fuch things as might have brought his

neck in queftion, if his mafter had not, after

the action at Killalla, recommended to him

a fpeedy retreat out of the country. Some

liquor, the groceries, and a quantity of fur-

niture, the property of Mr. John Knox,

were fafely depofited in the Caftle.

From Caftle-Lacken little or nothing could

be faved. The manner in which this man-

lion, the old family feat of Sir John Pal-

mer, was furprifed, is worth defcribing. Mr.

aldron, agent to the Baronet, who rented
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the houfe, and had a very conliderable pro-

perty in and about it, had received a guard

from the French, with which for fome days

he had been able to protedl himfelf againft

his diforderly neighbours. The guards how-

ever required guarding as much as the reft of

their countrymen ; and a plan was concerted,

in confequence of which the houfe fliould

appear to be taken by a fudden affault, in

fpite of all oppofition. A horfeman came in

full gallop through the furrounding crowd to

the door, announcing himfelf to be an ex-

prefs from the Bilhop at Killalla. The un-

wary owner unbarred his door, and in an

inftant the mob without and the guards within

threw the unfortunate man on the floor, ran

over him many times, difperfed his affrighted

family of children and grandchildren, com-

pletely gutted the houfe, and even carried

away the flooring, drove off his ftock, and in

fliort did him damage (as he afterwards proved

to the Committee) little fliort of SOOOl. It

was truly melancholy to fee a whole family,

accuftomed to eafe and comfort, arrive the

next day at Killalla on foot, with nothing

faved but the clothes on their backs. But
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this was a fpe(5lacle, to which we had now

been too much familiarized. Mr.Waldron
had another houfe and farm in the vicinity,

which were prefcntly after dcflroyed in as

mercilefs a manner by the fame favagcs.

The farm-houfe of Mr. John Boyd, (a

worthy man, refpccJrtable alfo for liis Ikill as a

furveyor,) though greatly expofed by {land-

ing fingle at a confiderable diftaiaee from the

town, was preferved by a circumftance that

may be reckoned curious, as it Ihews the light

in which the infurffents beheld their French

allies. Two foldiersof that nation, wounded,

but not dangeroufly, at Caftlebar, were fent

to the Commandant to be put into forae place

where they might be recovered. Mr. Boyd,

by the Bilhop’s advice, offered his own houfe

as a quiet retreat for the men, who at the

fame time, from the refpecl paid by the re-

bels to the French, might be a fecurity to

him and his family. The offer was accepted,

and proved effectual for the purpofe intended;

for though gangs of robirers frequently threat-

ened the hoLile, no attack was actually made

on it, as long as the foreigners (very well-

behaved poor feljpws) continued in it, which
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was for upwards of a fortniglit. It colt much

cxerilon afterwards to defend the fame lioule

to the end of the troubles.

Sept. 12tii, in the evening, the light of

hope began to Oj^en on tlie loyalilts of Kil-

lalla. Something muft have iiappened, they

whifpered one another, to the prejudice of

the French arms, as an exprefs arrived from

Ballina, and was fent back in wet and dark-

• nefs almoft immediatelv’ : t!ie French officers

alio, from that time, looked very much de-

jected. Next morning, a prifonerwas brought

in from Ballina, luppofed to be of note, be-

caufe the Commandant wiflied the Bifliop to

be prefent at his examination.

It proved to be William Charles For-

TESCUE, efq; nephew and heir to Lord

Clermont, and member for the county of

I.outh, a gentleman with whom the Biihop

liad not the honour of beingbefore acquainted.

The converfation between him and M. Cha-

RosT palling in the French language, and in

a low tone of voice, the Billiop was on the

point of quitting the room, when Mr. For-

TESCUE announced himfelf in Engliili to be

the brother of the young clergyman already
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mentioned, as having received a mortal wound

in the firlt rencounter with the Freneh. No
certain intelligence of his death had reached

Dublin; fo that Mr. F. was inftigated by af»

fe6tion for an excellent and only brother to
j

fet out on horfeback for Ballina, attended by

one fervant, refolved to take his chance, if

that town fliould yet be in the hands of the

rebels, though, when he left the capital, it

was believed to have returned, along with

the reft of the county, to the king’s peace.

On his way he had pafled through Granard,

juft after the battle of Balllnamuck, where he

had feen General Humbert and his officers,

going as prlfoners of war to Dublin ; and even

then he had no intimation that he might not

proceed without danger as far as Ballina. He
did not difcover his miftake till he was.ar-

refted by a j>atrole within a ihort diftance

from that town. The commanding officer

there, M. Truc, with his ufual brutality,

charged him with coming there as a fpy to

intimidate the friends of liberty by a falfe

report of the defeat of their army, detained

the fervant and baggage, and fent the mafter

to Killalla, to be examined by Charost.
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From tlie defcription Mr. Fortescue gave

him of the perfons of the French officers

whom lie had feen prifoners, the Comman-

dant could have no doubt of the defeat of his

countrymen, even though he had not been

furnilhed with a more convincing proof by

the receipt of two letters from officers in the

French army, Hating the capture of their

whole force near the iron mines in the county

of Leitrim, together with the difperhon of

their Irifli allies, on the Saturday preceding.

Thefe letters the Commandant made no

fcruple of imparting to the Biffiop, with an

air of confidence in his honour, and his dis-

cretion; which was certainly very flattering.

He gave him leave at the fame time to dif-

courfe on the fubje<5t with Mr. Fortescue,

only admonilhing them both of the prefent

danger of divulging the fecret. Of fuch a

caution in truth they flood in very little need:

for it was plainly the intereft of the loyallfts

to obferve the flricleft filence with regard to

the ill poflurc of the affairs of the rebels, left

thefe fhould be on their backs before the

King’s army could come to their relief. Mr.

Fortescue was taking his leave of the Com-
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mandant to return to his difagreeable con-

finement under Truc, when the Bifhop in

French (that Charost might objedt, it he

pleated) invited him to fliare bed and board

with them at the Caftle, an offer wliich, after

fome apologies, was thankfully accepted, and

Mr. Fortescue’s condition, though far in-

ferior to that he was ufed to, became eafy

from thenceforth in comparifon of what he

had endured at Ballina. The prefence of this

gentleman was of great fervice in fupporting

the fpirits of the company at the Cattle; for,

having attained to the rank of major in the

army, he poffeffed a fleadinefs of mind in

danger, and a prudence, the refult of expe-

rience, which often fuggefted the moft falu-

tary counfels.

Concealment of the news from Ballina-

muck was not long pradticable. People who

hadefcaped from the daughter came in hourly

to offer their fervices to the Commandant,

though feveral of them carried in their per-

fons evident marks how little they had gained

by their zeal for the caufe. The intelligence

did not feem by any means to produce on

the minds of the rebels the effect that might
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naturally have been expected, their gradual

difperhon and return to their own homes.

On the contrary, the refort to the camp in

the Bifliop’s meadows grew greater everyday,

the talk of vengeance on the Proteftants was

louder and more frequent, the rebels were

drilled regularly, ammunition was demanded,

and every preparation made for an obtllnate

defence againfl the arms of their Sovereign.

Carelefs of the future, or truflingto tlie delay

which muft be occafibned by the dirtance of

the King’s army, they thought of nothing

but living merrily, as long as they might,

upon the property that lay at their mercy;

and they did ufe their power of doing mis-

chief moll terribly. Spoil was not the foie,

or even the principal object of their leaders,

for thev deftroyed in every decent habitation
j J J

,

much more than they carried away. De-

preflion of the indultrious and better fort, the

univerfal levelling of conditions, in order to

bring on the glorious reign of equality, fuch

appeared to be the wifh of thofe who afpired

at all to the praife of thinking, and called

themfelves Republicans: the mob had no

prompters but lull of pillage, and fupcrftitlon.
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For, that enmity to the Proteftant religion

entered into the motives of the devaftation

in Connaught, cannot with any Ihevv of rea-

lon be denied ;
fince it is notorious that, ex-

cept during the indlfcrimlnate plunder which

took place at the capture of Cafllcbar, very

few inftances occurred, throughout the pro-

vince, of the houfe or property of a Roman-

Catholic being injured by the rebels.

Very different from thofe of the natives

were the feelings of the French officers at

Klllalla, after they were affured of the mis-

carriage of their enterprlze. Conceiving their

talk of annoying Britain to be for the prefent

concluded, and expecting ffiortly to join their

brother officers in Dublin, they looked to

nothing but to the preferving of peace and

quiet round about them, till a regular Englifli

force ffiould approach, to which they might

without difcredit render themfelves prifon-

ers. They did not indeed profefs fo much
to the rebels. On the contrary, they ap-

peared always ready to train the men to arms,

and to head them in any enterprlze they

propofed againft the common enemy. But

at the fame time the Commandant frequently
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warned them, that he would have no hand

in incurfions for pillage; “ Im was chef de

brigadef he faid, “ but not chef dc brigands

and if ever he caught them preparing to fpoii

and murder Proteltants, he and Jiis officers

ffiould fide with the Proteftants againft them

to the very laft extremity. He took extra-

ordinary care alfo to be provided againft the

worfl. Twelve good carabines, properly

loaded, flood always ready in the bed-cham-

ber where the three officers flept. Arms

were diflributed to feven or eight trufty per-

fons of the Bifhop’s family. A guard of

eighteen (whom, as I faid, it was neceffary to

keep an eye upon) watched in and around

the houfe. The Frenchmen themfelves were

extremely alert, allowing themfelves very

little deep, and fcarcely any in the night, for

ten days together. The fleady undifturbed

countenance of Charost added weight to

his preparations.

The 18th of September was a day of con-

tinual alarm. Reports from the rebel camp

juft befide us grew ftronger than ever, that

a mutiny was breaking out. About three

o’clock, as the Bifhop and Commandant were



[ 112 ]

walking in tlie garden, one of the leaders of

the rebels came In a great hurry to afTure

them, it was the determined purpofe of the

camp immediately to imprifon in the cathe-

dral every Proteltant, as a pletlge for their

own fccurity. In cafe of the arrival of the

King’s army. The man was difmilTed with

thanks for the warning, and defired to tell

his countrymen, “ that we were ready for

them.” A good dinner foon after flopped

their mouths, as it ufed to do: for we re-

marked, that the relxds in camp were always

niofl Inclined to cabal, and do mifehief, while

their dinner was preparing; when they had

been regaled with beef and mutton, and a

moderate fhare of whilkey, they became

good-humoured and tractable.

On the 1

9

th, at noon, they were hungry

and quarrelfome again. The Commandant,

with a guard of thirty men, marched about

the town, proclaiming his orders to the men
to go to their homes, immediately after they

had received their allowance of beef. While

he was thus engaged, a crowd gathered

about the gate. The armed began to mut-

ter as well as the unarmed. At laft the
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Bifhop ftepped out to them, and afked what

they wanted.

They had heard that many of their kins-

men and friends were In clofe confinem.ent at

Caftlebar; and if they thought that was really

the cafe, they could not be blamed for wifh-

ing to retaliate on the Proteftants here.

Are you fure of the fadt.^—No.

Why then, faid the Bilhop, would it not

be juft and prudent to fend meffengers to

Caftlebar, whom you could truft for a true

report, before you proceed further?

Right: but who will go on fuch an errand?

Take one of your own people, replied the

Blfhop, with one of ours, to go immediately

to the commanding officer at Caftlebar. Let

them carry a flag of truce, and a letter from

me to General Trench, (or other officer com-

manding there.) fetting forth our fituation,

and our hope that nothing will be done to

the prlfoners at Caftlebar which may provoke

reprifals on the Proteftants at Killalla. Dif-

perfe now, and you ffiall have a full and fair

ftate of things by to-morrow night. Let the

perfons to go with the flag be Dean Thomp-

son and Mr. Roger Macguire.

I



[ 114 ]

AVlth the populace half the work of per-

fuafion is frequently over, when you can get

them to liften. The Bifhop made the family

one day merry by relating what he had juft

overheard. Two country fellows were dis-

puting, and pulling each other by the throat

in the court-yard, when one cried to the

other, “ Come away to the BKliop, he will

fettle it for us—he makes us hear one another

^

The promifed letter was prefently written,

and receiv^ed with applaufe by the mutineers.

The choice of ambafl'adors was likewlfe rati-

fied by general confent; for young Mac-
GUiRE was an active partizan of the rebels,

and Dean Thompson’s charadler Itood high

in the cftimatlon of all deferiptions of people

;

and his influence at Caftlebar, where he had

been curate for nineteen years, was known
to be equal to his merit. It was agreed that

the mefl'engers ihould let out for Caftlebar at

four the next morning, and till they returned

nothing Ihould be attempted.

It was a great exertion for Dean Thomp-
son to undertake this perilous errand, and

greater on the part of his wife to confent to

it. The mountain road was to be taken to
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Caftlebar, as the fhorteft; but it was a wild

country, fvvarming with robbers; neither was

it at all certain, that the Proteftant meflenger

would not be arretted on the way by the

friends of Macguire, who might have con-

fented to the embaffy only to get fuch a

perfon as the Dean into their hands. If he

was jutlly uneafy, his lady was ttill more to

be. pitied, encumbered as the was with the

charge of four young children, and far ad-

vanced in her pregnancy.* But this worthy

couple, feeing no meafure fo likely as the

propofed one to refcue themfelves and their

friends, acquiefced In it without a murmur,
«

and committed the itTue to Providence.

Mytlerious are the ways of Divine Pro-

vidence! unfathomable the depths of that

wifdom, which often concedes a boon, only

to try us afterwards by withdrawing it!

Little didft thou forefee, amiable and un-

happy woman, that the hufband, whofe ef-

* Mrs. Thompson’s flrength of afFedllon for her hufband

did not efcape the penetration even of a ftranger. At dinner,

on the day when the Dean was employed in his dangerous

miffion, Charost whifpered the Bifhop, "" I can fee fear

agitating the frame of that poor w'omaii to the very tips of

her fingers.”

I 2
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cape from that peril .tranfporled thee with
r

fo much joy and gratitude to heaven, fhould

in the fucceeding year be torn for ever from

thee by a fever, contra<51ed in the courfe of

Jiis miniftry by attendance on a Tick bed. Be

comforted, however. His virtues, though in

the mid feafon of life, had rendered him full

ripe for the great harvefl. Thou haft it in

thy power to earn a fplendid recompenfc

hereafter by patience, by attention to thy

fatherlefs offspring!*

The night of the 19th was paffed by almoft

the entire family at the Caftle without fleep..

At midnight, as they were going to reft, one

of the Macguires from Crofinalina burft

in upon them, with the news that his troop

had juft been fired on by the Englilh, who
might be expected at Killalla immediately.

It was not probable that a regular force would

be expofed to the chances of an engagement

with fuch a crew in the night; but the ftory

had the fame effect as if it was true. The

^ Dean Thompson died atCafllebar^ November 10, 1/99,

after ftruggling for a month together, with feveral rclapfes,

under a nervous fever. The deanery is v^alued at 5001. per

annum.
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houfe was up all night, and had the pleafure

of liftening to the uproar made by the two

Macguires, Roger and the new comer, in

getting moft beaftly drunk in their coufin

O’Donnel’s room, till the Commandant at

laft cuffed and turned them both out of doors.

In the morning the falle reporter from Cros-

malina flipped home again, rather afhamed

of himfelf; but his brother, the doughty

ambaffador, could not be found to go on his

errand till it was near noon. Ihe Dean and

he then fet out on horfeback, well armed

with fwords and piflols.

A very troublefome confequence of the

report brought by Macguire was, that it

furnifhed a pretence to the pikemen, dif-

miffed the day before by the Commandant,

to return to the town with offers of ferving

againft the approaching enemy. In

hours the camp was faid to number tw' thou-

fand men. To do them juftice, th« peafantry

never appeared to want animal courage, for

they flocked together to meet danger, when-

ever it was expected. Had it pleafed heaven

to be as liberal to them of brains as of hands,

it is, not eafy to fay to what length of mis-
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chief they might have proceeded ; but they

were all along unprovided with leaders of any

ability. Bellew, their earlieft officer, was

a drunken brute, to whom nobody paid obe-

dience, even before he was turned out of

office by the Commandant. Little better,

either for talent or fobriety, was O’Dowd, a

man of fome eftate in the county, and almoft

the only gentleman that took arms with the

rebels, for which he paid the forfeit of his

life at Ballinamuck. Mr. Richard Bourke,

of Ballina, before mentioned, had fome mili-

tary knowledge, was a good drill-ferjeant,

firm in combat, and popular} fo that he might

have done the harm he wiffied, if the habitual

flupefadtion of drink had not been an over-

match for his malice. O’Donnel knew

Nothing of arms, nor was he likely to learn

the jfofeffion quickly, his petulance making
him unl^foj- difcipline, infomuch that at one

time Charo^t was forced to] lay him under
an arreft for fome hours, for quitting the

neighbourhood the night before without or-

ders. Yet the vulgar, who can difcern in

others what they have not in themfelves, fol-

lowed this young man more readily than any

%
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other who pretended to lead them, becaufe

they faw he had more fenfe, more command

of himfelf, and more moderation in the ex-

erclfe of authority. Even the loyalifts at

Killalla acknowledged obligation to him for

the indiiftry with which they faw him exert

himfelf to prevent pillage, patrolin'g the

Ifreets on horfeback for feveral nights toge-

ther, and withholding, both by threats and

perfualion, thoTe whom he found bent upon

mifchief.

There were times when nothing could

withhold them but blows. On the 20th, the

houfe of the cuftom-houfe officer Mr. Rut-

ledge was again attacked by a band of ruf-

fians, after it had been thiee or four times

ranfacked before. The pretence was, that it

contained tobacco, an article of which the

country-people are fo fond, that they bear

the want of it more impatiently than that of

food. To quell the riot, Ponson was called

from a nap he was taking, after being up all

night. Alone he fell upon the whole crew,

and aiming a blow at the foremofl: pillager,

brought the fellow to the ground, to his in-

finite dlfmay; but the effort bent and oroke
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the bayonet. Yet the dallardly aflallants

were put to the rout by this fpirited exertion,

and difperfed.

Friday morning, the 2 lit, brought another

diforderly gang to moleft the Caftle. Thefe

called themfelves adeputation fromthecamp.

They had heard that Mr. Bourke, of Sum-

mer-hill, was fully piirpofed to employ a

guard he had received from the Commandant

in haraffing the families of his poor neigh-

bours, while the heads of them were fighting

for liberty; and they were come to afle leave

to take him up. “ You may go, if you pleafe,”

anfwered Charost, “ but I will follow you

with my officers, and fire upon you, if I catch

you In the act of plundering Summer-hill.”

The affair was compromifed by O’Donnel’s

going over to Summer-hill with a letter to

Mr. Bourke from the Commandant, to warn

him that he fhould content himfelf with a6l-

ing on the defenlive only, as he expedted to

have his guard left with him. Mr. Bourke

needed no fuch warning, for he had never

trufted the guard within his doors. What

provoked the commonalty fo much againfl

this gentleman, was the thought that he
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fl^ould have it to boall: he had fet the whole

body of United Irilh at defiance for a month

together. Even O’Donnel did not like to

give him fuch matter of triumph.

After breakfatl the fame day, the Bifhop

went into the town with M. Charost, to

affift him in ordering a newly-arrive'd body

of pikemen to go home to their harvefl. It

was a fervice of danger. About one hundred

furly-looking fellows were to be told, that

the Commandant had men enough to guard

the place, (which was now his only bufinefs

here,) and did not defire to be troubled with

a pack of robbers. Charost begged his in-

terpreter to fignify this to the people in words

of command, fuch as would leave no doubt

or difpute about his meaning; andPoNSON,

to enforce the order, purfued the rear of the

body with his firelock, with exprefiions of
« »

contempt and anger fo ridiculous, as to pro-
A

voke the fmilesof the loyalifiis, though plainly

contrary to prudence. The pikemen mut-

tered threats as they retired, both againft the

' Proteftants and their abettors, as they called

the French; and from that time accounts

came in hourly, that they were refolved not
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to difperfc, as they were ordered to do, but

would choofe new leaders, and plunder the

town that very evening. In fpite ot the French

and of O’Donnel. They feemed to wait

only for the return of the ambalTadors, whofe

arrival was indeed anxioully expected by all

parties.

At four o’clock the Cattle family had a

metTage, juft before dinner, from an eye wit-

nefs, that the King’s army were advancing in

great numbers, and by two roads from Caftle-

bar. They muft be at Ballina, it was fald,

by this time. Dinner was laid on the table

notwithftanding. In the midft of it in ruthed

Thomas Kirkwood, a young officer of yeo-

man cavalry, with news that the attack on

our front gate was commencing by about a

fcore of armed men. Such a number did

not frighten us. “ Stay till they get to a

head,” fays the Commandant. We drank

away till they had increafed to near fifty.

Then the Commandant took his hat, and

marching out with histwo officers fully armed,

he fteps forward to the pikemen, orders them

to retire from the mufqueteers, divides the

latter into three platoons, and fets them di-
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re6lly to go through their exercife. Occupied

for fome time with thefe movements, they .

had not leifure to apply themfelves to worfe,

and thus were eafily perfuaded at lart to

difperfe.

A loud fhout at fix in the evening pro-

claimed the fafe return of our two ambaf-

fadors. Great was the joy of the whole town

at the fight of them, when we had begun to

defpair of their appearance, at leafl before

morning. They brought back a very polite

letter to the Bilhop from General Trench,

afluring him that his prifoners were, and

Ihould be, treated with all poffible tendernefs

and humanity. The letter was publicly read

to the multitude, and left in their hands; No
difturbance enfued that night; but the tre-

pidation was fo great, that the Cattle could

fcarcely contain the refugees. Not fewer

than fourfcore perfons were houfed in it.

Nine of thefe, including Mr. Fortescue,

flept on the floor of the Bilhop’s tludy. In

their own bedchamber the Bifhop and his

lady were obliged to find room for four little

children of their own, and as many more

of a neighbour, together with their terrified
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mother. Fear, we know, Is a pafllon not

much troubled with qualms of delicacy.

Our miflion to Cafllebar had the effect that

was forefeen and wlfhed. Dean Thompson,

though clofcly watched by his fellow mefl'en-

ger, as long as the latter was able to keep

himfelf awake, found means to have a private

conference with General Trench, in which

he painted to' him the defperate fituation of

the loyalifts at Killalla in fo ttrong a light,

that the General promifed to march to our

relief two days fooner than he had purpofed

to do; and defired him to tell the Bithop, but

with a fi:rl(5l injundtion of fecrecy, that he

might expedt his army by Sunday forenoon.

Arthur Stock fent his father a note, that

he was very well and happy at Caftlebar, and

hoped to be with us Ihortly. The Bithop

fliook his head, as if he doubted much whe-

ther his foil Ihould find us alive.

In etfeiT the whole interval of time be-

tween General Trench’s promife and its

completion was a period of keener anxiety,

tlian is commonly crowded Into an equal

/pace in any man’s life. Clamour, and then

a filence more terrible than clamour, reigned
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by turns in and about the Caftle. Our guards

caft their eyes upon us with an uncertainty

truly alarming; they feemed to hefitate, whe-

ther they Ihould plunge the bayonet in our

breafts, or fall on their knees to implore our

protection. Diverjis anirnorum motibus, pa~

vebant terrebantqiie^* as the Roman hiflorian

has ftrongly delineated a lituation not un-

like ours.

Early on Saturday morning the loyalifls

were defired by the rebels to come up with

them to the hill on which the Needle-Tower

is built, in order to be eye-witneffes of the

havock a party of the king’s army was mak-

ing, as it advanced towards us from Sligo. A
train of fire too clearly diftlnguiflied their line

of march, flaming up from the houfes of un-

fortunate peafants. “ They are only a few

cabins,” remarked the Bllhop; and -he had

fcarcely uttered the words, when he felt the

imprudence of them. ‘ A poor man’s cabin,’

anfwered one of the rebels, ‘ is to him as

valuable as a palace.’ Prefently after comes

a prieft from Eafky-bridge, in that country,

* Tacit. Ann. I. 25. “ By turns, as their paffions rolled,

they felt terror, and infpired it.”



[ 126 ]

named Macdonald, with intelligence ap*

parently calculated to quiet their minds: “ it

was only a few farm-houfes that had been

burned, becaufe they belonged to noted pil-

lagers.” This he faid in public; many be-

lieved at the time, that he told a different

Ifory privately to thofe of his communion.

O’Donnel, the bufiefl of all men this day,

made an offer of his fervice : he would go at

the head of a party, and bring back informa-

tion to be relied on. The people were filent;

they did not know whom to trufl. The

captain might be as bad as the priefl. All

were looking to felf-prefervation, except the

dregs of the commonalty that longed for

pillage.

At three o’clock the report of cannon and

fmall arms towards Ballina could plainly be

heard in the town; the very fiafh of the ar-

tillery was difcerned from the Steeple-hill.

The Commandant was on horfeback among

the pikemen, whofe captains he found bufy

in framing refolutlons for an obffinate de-

fence. The guard at the gate began now to

flip away, mindful only of their own fafety,

and leaving to the mercy of every invader
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the family that had fed, and for the latl feven

days had alfo paid them for their attendance,

at the rate of two guineas a day. For on a

complaint from their captain O’Donnel,

that his men thought it very hard to be de-

tained on military duty at a time when they

could each earn above a fliilling a day at the

harveft, the Bifhop had agreed to pay the

ordinary guard of the town, confifting of fifty

men, tenpence per man for one week, leaving

the fame burden to be fuftained by the towns-

people for the week immediately following;

and the guard, that now were melting from

him, had received their firft week’s pay.

Some of the poor fellows, however, cor tinued

on their poll to the laft. During the whole

of Saturday morning the Caftle was more ftill

and quiet, than at any time flnce the invafion

it had been even at midnight.

The hour of dinner was not equally tran-

quil. As the cloth was removing, O’Don-

nel joins the company to take a folemn leave

of us, being on the point, he faid, of leading'

his men, at their own defire, to Ballina. lie

takes one glafs, filled out for him by Mrs.

Stock, commends us to heaven, and difap-
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pears. In five minutes the parlour door flies

open with a crafli; the Bilhop’s gardener

enters, exelaiming, “ Captain O’Donnel is

dead! he has been this moment killed by

one of his own men.” At his back follows

Mr. Marshall, the Preibyterian minifter,

who with arms extended, and every fymp-

tom of terror, fcreeehes out, “ Capt. O’Don-

NEL is dead! I faw him this inftant pulled

from his horfe, and killed!”

‘ Thank you, Mr. Marshall,’ faid the

Dean, looking at his affrighted wife in her

then condition, / you have done your befl to

kill more than one of us.’

The Eifiiop alfo was hurt by this unguarded

adlion of Mr. Marshall, and with fome

fliarpnefs expreffed a wilh “ that he could

defend his family from the intrufion of ill

news, at leafl; at meal times.” The poor man
looked fo mortified at the reproof, that the

blow recoiled inftantly on him that gave it.

Mr. M. withdrew; but the Bifliop fought

him out foon after, and afleed and obtained

his pardon.

All rofe to enquire about O’Donnel. He
was found in the yard, with only a flight
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wound in the back of his hand. A drunken

fellow had relifted his orders, when he de-

flrcd his men to march, and being ftruck with

a piftol fell, and pulled the Captain olF his

horfe upon his back on the ground. O’Don-

NEL was on his feet in a moment, and with

the but end of his piftol laid open the Ikull

of the offender, whom he left in the guard-

room. He himfelf was foon in a condition

to refume his march, and avv^ay he went with

about three hundred followers, taking the

road to Crofmolina. Ponson, who was fent

out to reconnoitre, now came back with news,

that the Englilh were within four miles of

Killalla; and with this the inconliderate

creature betook himfelf to his cuftomary

employment of linging and whiftling.

The night was uncommonly wet, which

contributed to our quiet. Favourable in this

refpedt, the feafon was much againft us in

another; for it retarded the mar^ of our

deliverers to that degree, that Gen. Trench
was not able to keep his promife of being

with us in the forenoon of next day, having

found it neceffary to encamp for the night at

Crofmolina. Here an alarm, and fome con-

K
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fullon among the King’s troops, was occa-

fioned by their picquet of fixteen horfe falling

in with young Macguire, who with two

horfemen had advanced about a mile before

O’Donnel’s men from Killalla, and came

up with the picquet after night-fall. Mac-
guire boldly charged them, fired his pitlol,

and followed them into the very town, af-

lifted by the darknefs, till on hearing the

drums beat to arms, he thought it prudent

to retire. His coufin O’Donnel had com-

mitted the charge of his party to this youth,

being himfelf unable to proceed on the march

further than Rappagh, the feat of Mr. Knox,

where a ficknefs at ftomach overtook him,

which forced him to accept a bed from young

Mr. Knox, after he had procured from that

gentleman adrink for his three hundred men.

On the ftrength of this liquor the rebels bore

the fatigue of a rainy march very well, till

Macguire, their vaunt-courier, brought

them word that the royal army was beating

to arms at Crosmolina. Then for the firil

time they began to ,recolle6V, that they had

too little ammunition to ftand a regular en-

gagement. So they took counfel from their
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leader (or their fears,) and liftening with

pleafure to the falutary word “ retreat,”

they broke, and made the heft of their way,

moft of them, to their own homes: about

thirty of the ftouteft were collected in the

morning by O’Donn el, who led them back

to Killalla.

On this night, as well as for the nine that

preceded it, the gentlemen that dept in the

library took their turns at watching till morn-

ing for the common fafety, and vifiting the

guards polled through the houfe. All were

haralTed by a duty fo fatiguing, but the French

officers rholt, who for feveral nights together

did not enjoy an hour’s repofe. The family

fpoke in whifpers one to another, fome de-

fponding, fome blaming the tardinefs of go-

vernment in fending us relief, fome enquiring

anxioufly for news, and fome endeavouring

to Heal into privacy, where they might un-

load their hearts with freedom before the

Throne of Mercy.

The 23d of September, Sunday, and the

day of the, equinox, opened on us with the

fame heavy fall of rain which had continued

throughout the night; but the Iky cleared

K 2
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before noon. At breakfafl: our company was

enlarged by the addition of two fugitive offi-

cers from Balllna, Meflfs. Truc and O’Keon,

“ The Englifh were come to Ballina. What

man could do, the heroicTRuc had atchieved.

An Engllfli officer had fummoned him to

render himielf prifoner, and advanced to lay

hold of him; but he fhook him off, and in

the ftruggle pulled away the officer’s epau-

lette, which he produced in triumph, got

on horfeback, and with O’Reon, whom he

overtook on the road, was come to fight it

out to the lafl: at Killalla.” This vapouring

tale was foon dlfcovered to be a downright

lie. Truc, in the confufion when Ballina

was entered by the King’s troops, had efcaped

on the firft horfe he could catch, bringing

with him an old volunteer epaulette, the pro-

perty of Col. King, and ffolen by Truc out

of the Colonel’s wardrobe.* The appearance

of this man correfponded with the charafter

we had heard of him; a front of brafs, an

* When General Trench was coming up flairs at the

Calile, to receive the fwords of the French officers, Truc
whifpered the Bilhop, St! pas uii mot de Vepaulette. ^ Mum

;

nol a word of the epaulette !*
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inceflant fraudful fmile, manners altogether

vulgar, and in his drefs and perfon a negleft

of cleanlinefs, even beyond the affe(5ted neg-

ligence of Republicans. Our poor Comman-
dant fcemed to like him no better than we

did ourfelves, though he was forced to wel-

come him at our breakfaft with a kifs on each

cheek, the modern fraternal embrace a

fight that would have provoked our fmiles,

had we been in a humour to be amufed.

But every thought was now abforbed by the

expedtation of the approaching fcene; even

the facred duties of the day were for the firft
«

time fufpended,

Before he took horfe for the ensfagement,

O’Donnel claimed the privilege of a mefs-

mate to atk counfel of Mr, Fortescue and

the Bifliop what he tliould do. “ I . think

I might expect pardon,” faid he, “ from the

thare I have had in preferving the peace of

this dittridt. But the people w'ould never

forgive me, if I did not (land by them now;

and their revenge would follow me into Erris,

fhould I attempt to retreat home. I am not

afraid to die; but if I could fave my life with

honour, I would.” No counfel, it was evU
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dent, could be given him, but that he Ihould

fight till he faw the battle turn, (which, his

advifers told him, would not be a long time,)

and then endeavour to efcape to his own

country. The young man followed this ad-

vice, as far as he was able. Pufhed into the

town with the fugitives, he gallopped about

the ftreets to bring up a reinforcement,when

a fpirited mare that he rode was Ihot under

him. He then efcaped on foot to the fields

on the other fide from the fcene of adtion,

where, incumbered as he was with boots and

a long French furtout coat, he was foon over-

taken, and pierced with a ball through the

back. The Highlander that killed him re-

ported his lafl words to be, “ I am Ferdy

O’Donnel: go tell tlie Bifhop I am fhot.”

The Bifhop was forry for his death. Haralled

as he had been by his forward and pert

behaviour, during the long fpace of time

O’Donnel had pafTed under his roof, an un-

invited gueft, he could not forget the fervices

he had rendered to the town by frequently

hazarding his perfon to reftrain plunderers.

The body, which, after being flripped, had

been thrown into a potatoe ridge, was bythe
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BiHiop’s order removed three days after, and

interred in the church-yard.

The peaceful inhabitants of Klllalla were

now to be fpedtators of a fcene they had

never expected to behold—a battle! a fight

which no perfon that has feen It once, and

pofiefiTes the feelings of a human creature,

would choofe to witnefs a fecond time. A
troop of fugitives in full race from Ballina,

women and children tumbling over one ano-

ther to get into the Caftle, or into any houfe

in the town where they might hope for a

momentary fiielter, continued for a painful
t

length of time to give notice of the approach

of an army.

The rebels quitted their camp to occupy

the rifing ground clofe by the town, on the^

road to Ballina, polling themfelves under the

low Hone walls on each fide, in fuch a manner

as enabled them with great advantage to take

aim at the King’s troops. They had a flrdng

guard alfo on the other fide of the town to-

wards Foxford, having probably received in-

telligence, which was true, that Gen.Trench
had divided his forces at Crofmolina, and fent

one part of them by a detour of three miles,
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to intercept the fugitives that might take that

courfe in their flight. This lafl; detachment

cpnfifted chiefly of the Kerry militia, under

the orders of Lieut.-Col.CROSBiE, and Mau-
rice Fitzgerald, the Knight of Kerry,

their colonel the Earl of Glandore attend-

ing the General. It is a circumfrance, which

ought never to be forgotten by the loyalifts

of. Killalla, that the Kerry militia were fo

wrought upon by the exhortations of thofe

two fpirited oflticers to lofe no time in coming

to the relief of their periflilng friends, that

they appeared on the fouth fide of the town

at the fame intlant with their fellows on the
1

oppofite fide, though they had a league more

of road to perform.

The two divifions of the royal army were

fuppofed.to make up about twelve hundred

tnen, and they had five pieces of cannon.

The number of the rebels could not be as-

certained. Many ran away before the en-

gagement, while a very confiderable number

flocked into the towm in the very heat of it,

palling under the Caftle windows in view of

the French officers on horfeback, and running

upon death, with as little appearance of re-
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ile<5lIon or concern, as if they were haftening

to a fhew. About four hundred of thefe

mlfguided men fell in the battle,, and im-

mediately after it. Whence it may be con-

jedtured, that their entire number fcarcely

exceeded eight or nine hundred.

The w’hole feene pafl'ed in fight of the

Caftle, and fo near it, that the family could

diftindlly hear the balls whlllling by their

ears, Mr. Fortescue very humanely took

upon him the dlre<5tion of the women and

children, whom he placed as far as he could

from the windows, and made them remain

protlrate'on the carpets till the bufinefs was

quite over. He himfelf could not refrain

from taking his fland at a window of the

library looking feaward, which, w’ith the other

windowsof that room, he had barricaded with

beds, leaving room to peep over them. A
malicious rafeal in the fea-grove obferved his

pofitlon, and calling to a woman in the road

to ftand out of his way till he Ihould “ do for

that tall fellow,” he difeharged the contents

of a carabine full at the window', wdth fuch

effedl, that twelve flugs made as many holes,

in paffing through the glafs. d he beds faved
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the lives of Mr. Fortescue and Henry
Stock, the Bilhop’s fon, who was handing

behind : but two of the hugs were lodged in

Mr. Fortescue’s forehead, providentially

without penetrating the bone, or hurting

him materially, though one flug was not ex-

tracted till a conliderable time afterward,

when he reached Dublin.

The Bilhop faw the aClion from behind the

breaft of a chimney, where he could only be

reached by an oblique chance ftiot. Curio-

fity, and the intereft we all felt in the event,

prompted every man in the houfe to expofe

his perfon by creeping to the windows. Our

French officers thought it their duty to lead

the rebels, as many as they could bring

forward to the onfet, though they were fure

it was in vain, and had avowed to us their

determination to furrender to the very fupe-

rior force that was coming againft them.
«

We kept our eyes on the rebels, who
feemed to be potted with fo much advantage

behind the tlone walls that lined the road.

They levelled their pieces, fired very delibe-

rately from each fide on the advancing ene-

my, yet (ftrange to tell!) were able only' to
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kill one man, a corporal, and wound one

common foldier. Their Ihot, in general, went

over the heads of their opponents. A regi-

ment of Highlanders (Fraser’s Fencibles)

filed off to right and left, to flank the

fufileers behind the hedges and walls; they

had a marthy ground on the left to furmount,

before they could come upon their objedt,

which occafioned fome delay, but at length

they reached them, and made fad havock

among them. Then followed the Queen’s

county militia, and the Downthire, which

lafl: regiment had a great fhare in the honour

of the day.

After a refiflance of about twenty minutes,

the rebels began to fly in all directions, and

were purfued by the Roxburgh cavalry into

the town in full cry. This was not agreeable

to military praCtlcc, according to which it Is

ufual to commit the alTault of a town to the

infantry; but here the General wifely re-

verted the mode, in order, by a rapid pur-

fuit, to prevent the rebels from taking fhelter

in the houfes of the towns-folk, a clrcum-

ftance which was likely to provoke indifcrl-

minatc flaughter and pillage. The meafure
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was attended with the defired fuccefs. A
confiderable number were cut down in the

itreets, and of the remainder but a few were

able to efcape into the houfes, being either

puflied through the town till they fell in

with the Kerry from Crofmolina, or obliged

to take to the fliore, v/here it winds round a

promontory forming one of the horns of the

bay of Klllalla. And here too the fugitives

were fwept away by fcores, a cannon being

placed on the oppofite fide of the bay, which

did great execution^

Some of the defeated rebels, however, did

force their way into houfes, and by confe-

quence brought mifchief upon the innocent

inhabitants, without benefit to themfelves.

The firfl: houfe, after palling the Bilhop’s, is

that of Mr. Wm. Kirkwood, the magiftrate

fo often mentioned. Its fituation expofed

it on this occafion to peculiar danger, as it

fronts the main llreet, which was raked en-

tirely by a line of fire. A flying rebel had.

burft through the door, followed by fix or

feven foldiers; they poured a volley of mus-

quetry after him, that proved fatal to Mr.

Andrew Kirkwood, a mofl; loyal and
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refpe<5lable citizen, while he was rejoic-

ing at the vi6lory, and in the very adl of

thoutingout “God fave the King.” Prcfen-

timents, as they arc called, of evil fliould be

refifted, for they often work their own ac-

compliihment. This poor man, though no

body wiflied more ardently than he did to

fee the town recovered from the rebels, had

taken up a ftrong perfuafion that he fhould

not outlive that event. Of courfe he giew

more reftlefs every hour, in proportion as the

time of the conflict drew nigh. The whole

evening before, he continued to importune

his wife with directions how he would have

his family concerns difpofed; and when the

firing began, he could not contain- himfelf in

his own houfe, where he had the beft chance

of remaining fafe, and where thofe who flayed

received no hurt, but removed to the very

infecure dwelling of his kinfman: here he

met his fate, in the manner related, by a ball

through the brain. Apurfe of guineas, which,

with the incdnfiflency of a diftraCled mind,

he had flowed into his pocket though he

expected death, difappeared,W'hile they were

moving his body from the paflage into the

kitchen.
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In fpite of the exertions of the General

and his officers, the town exhibited almoft all

the marks of a place taken by florm. Some

houfes were perforated like a riddle, moft of

them had their doors and windows deftroyed,

the trembling inhabitants fcarcely efcaping

with life by lying proftrate on the floor, as

at the Caftle. Nor was it till the clofe of the

next day, that our ears were relieved from

the horrid found of mufquets difcharged

every minute at flying and powerlefs rebels.

The plague of war fo often viflts the world,

that we are apt to liften to any defcription of

it with the indifference of fatiety : it is actual

infpe<5tion only, that fliews the monfter in

its proper and full deformity.

When the army was beginning to move

from Crofmolina, they paffed by a wounded

man lying at the road flde, bleeding to death

by a dreadful cut acrofs the face, and to ap-

pearance expiring. Not a few flopped to

look at him, and remarked that it would be

an a6l of charity to put him out of his pain

by difpatching him; but no body had the

heart to do it. After all had pafled him,

Arthur Stock, the Bifhop’s fon, who
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brought up the rear, looking back, faw the

poor creature lift up his hands in a defpairing

manner, as if he complained of them for not

terminating his mifery. Familiarity with

fcenes of this kind blunts and overcomes the

inftin6ts of our nature ; and it is neceflary for

the common fafety, that in fome breaflsthey

fliould be overcome. But it would be well

if the thoughtlefs multitude,who are fo ready

to rufh into civil war, could have an infight

from time to time into its fangulnary effects.

What heart can forget the impreflion it

has received from the glance of a fellow-

creature, pleading for his life, with a crowd

of bayonets at his breaft ? The eye of De-
mosthenes never emitted fo penetrating a

beam, in his moft enraptured flight of ora-

tory. Such a man was dragged before the

Blfhop on the day after the battle, while the

hand of daughter was flill in purfuit of un-

refifling peafants through the town. In the

agonies of terror the prifoner thought to fave

his life by crying out, “ that he was known

to the Bifhop.” Alas ! the Bifhop knew him

not; neither did he look like a good man.

But tlie arms, and the whole body, of the
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. perfon to whom he flew for prote(ftion were

over him immediately. Memory fuggefted

rapidly

—

What a piece of workmanfhip is man ! the beauty

of the world, the paragon of animals!”*

—

And you are going to deface this ad-

mirable work !” As indeed they did. For

though the foldiers promifed to let the unfor-

tunate man remain in cuftody till he fliould

have a trial, yet when they found he was not

known, they pulled him out of the court-

yard, as foon as the Bithop’s back was turned,

and (hot him at the gate.

As foon as matters had been brought to
•

the decition of the fword, the friends of go-

vernment had little caufe to be apprehenfive

for themfelves: but their fears were very

juftly awake for the condition in which they

might poffibly find thofe of their own party

at Killalla. “ Is the Biiliop alive? are his

family unhurt?” Thefe were the firflqueflions

that were aflced by every officer as he came

up to the Caftle-gate, and with an earneft-

^ Hamlet.
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nefs that warmed the hearts of thofe that

heard them. Tliat amiable nobleman, the

Earl of PoRTARLiNGTON, coloiiel of the

Queen’s county militia, (who has tince paldj,

alas! the forfeit of a moll; valuable life to

exertions beyond his ftrength in fuppreffing

the rebellion,) when he was told the Bilhop

was fafc, exclaimed with clafped hands,

‘ God be praifedl’ and continued his purfuit

of the rebels; fo that the Bilhop never had

the opportunity of thanking his Lordlliip for

his kindnefs to one almoft a ftranger to him.

In the troop of horfe, that fwept the rebels

before them into the town, was Arthur
Stock, armed only with a. fabre, and in an

old red jacket quite too large for him. The

humanity of General Trench had provided

this mode of conveying him to us from Cas-

tlebar, as the fafcll he could contrive for him.

With a breathlefs impatience the poor youth

threw himfelf from his horfe at the gate, to

alk the queltion that Joseph puts to his

brethren. Doth my father yet live? It was

a tender fcene; for every body was eager to

prefs to his bofom an adventurer of lixteen

years, who had fuffered fo much hardlhip.
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He had been in the adllon at Caftlebar, where

the pikemen under O’Keon were put to the

rout; and he had pafled the laft night under

fo heavy a rain, that he was compelled after

Ibme time to take off all his clothes, and

make his bed of wTt hraw on the floor of a

cabin. A flight diforder was the confequence,

W’hich happily foon went off.

Charost exprefled as much joy at feeing

Arthur fafe, as if he had himfelf been one

of the family. Yet the poor Commandant

had no reafon to be pleafed at the treatment

he had received immediately after the action.

He had returned to the Cattle for his fabre,

and advanced with it to the gate in order to

deliver it up to fome Englifli officer, when

it was feized and forced from his hand by a

common foldier of Fraser’s. He came in,

got another fvvord, which he furrendered to

an officer, and turned to re-enter the hall.

At this moment a fecond Highlander burfl;

through the gate, in fplte of the centinel

placed there by the General, and fired at the

Commandant, with an aim that was near

proving fatal, for the ball patfed under his

arm, piercing a very thick door entirely
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through, and lodging in the jamb. Had we

loft the worthy man by fuch an accident, his

death would have fpoiled the whole relifti of

our prefent enjoyment. He complained, and

received an apology for the foldier’s behavi-

our from his officer. Leave was immediately

granted to the three French officers to keep

their fvvords, their effects, and even their

bed-chamber in the houfe. But the Bilhop

found a difficulty to obtain the fame indul-

gence for O’Keoh, whofe plea that he was a

naturalized Frenchman was pretty generally

difregarded, and liimfelf confidered as an Irifti

rebel, to be fpeedily brought before a court-

martial. How'ever, at laft they were all al-

lowed to be kept together, including their

cannoneer and a little French fervant of

O’Keon’s, till the following day.

Gen. Trench was received by the Blfliop

and his family in the lobby with a welcome,

of the ftncerity of which there could be very

little doubt. He exprefled in very polite

terms his fatisfactlon at the deliverance of

this family from fo great a peril as had hung
over us for the laft month ; adding, that he

had not failed to ufe every exertion to come

L 2
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to our relief, from the moment that our era-

baffy had fully apprifed him of our diftrefsful

tituation. He then prefented to the Bithop

his principal officers, with fome of whom he

was previoufly well acquainted; particularly

his much-valued college intimate, the Earl

of Glandore. Lieut.-Col. Crosbie, Major

Fitzgerald, (commonly called the Knight

of Kerry,) Major Trench brother to the

General, his nephew and aide-de-camp Major

Taylor, Major Acheson fon toLordGos-

FORD, Colonel Fraser, Major M‘Donald,
Capt. Harrison the commiirary. Col. Jack-

son, and fome officers of the county militia,

as Mr. Ormsby, Mr. Orme, and others, paid

their compliments of congratulation, and

were accommodated by the Blffiop in the

beft manner he was able. Bed and board

was provided for five refident officers, and

occationally every day for fome others.

The Commandant and his party were or-

dered away on Tuefday to Caftlebar, with

the Kerry regiment. Horfes were found, not

without difficulty, to convey their perfons;

the bulk of their effects was forwarded to

tiiem, on their arrival in Dublin, by the Biffiop.
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We parted, not without tears, with our friends

and protectors. Tlie good-natured reader will

doubtlefs thare in the pleafure, with which

we record the notice that was taken every

where of our French officers for the part they

had acted at Klllalla. Our government was

pleafed to forward them piefently to London,

giving them what money they wanted for

their draft on the commiffary of prifoners

Niou; fo that paffing but two or three days

in Dublin, they could dine but twice with

the Bilhop’s connedtions, my Lord Primate,

making. them partake of his hofpitality one

day, and Alderman Kirkpatrick another.

From London the Biffiop had a letter from

the Committee for taking care of French

prifoners, defirlng to be informed in what

manner he and his had been treated by the

French officers; and on the Bifhop’s report,

an order was obtained, that Citizens Cha-

RosT, Boudet, and Ponson, Ihould be fet

at liberty, and font home without exchange,*

* Niou, the French commiflary, refiifed on the part of

his government to accept of this mark of refpedt from our

Minilby. The Diredory could not avail themfelves of fq

polite an otfsr^ becaufe their officers at Killalia had only
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They overtook their General at Dover, who
was fo fenllble of the attention fhevvn to his

officers, that he wrote to the Bifliop the let-

ter, of which a tranflation appeared in the

Dublin Journal, and fince in the narrative

publilhed by Jones. The original will be

found in our Appendix.

The week that followed the battle was

employed in courts-martial in the morning,

and in moft crowded dinners at the Caftle in

the evening. A whole bullock went in two

days, as the Bifhop had not lefs than forty

people to feed, befides the officers, and the

principals of his own houlhold. General

Trench did his beft to help out the mefs,

fharing his bread and fuel with us, and fup-

plying us with beef when he could get it.

Mr. Denis Browne, Lord Altamont’s

brother, fent the General at one time a whole,

and again half a buck, defiring in return, an

immediate remittance of 300 men to drive

away the rebels from Weftport. Whether

done their duty, and no more than what any Frenchman

would have done in the fame fituation.” It will depend on

the particular temper of the critic, whether he diall call this

anfwer magnaniinous^ or a cbildifh, gafconade.
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deferved it. Our greateil want was wine and

groceries. A large order was fent to Sligo by

the comniiirary of itores and the Bilhop; but

the floop could not fail for fome time on ac-

count of the equinoctial Itorms. The officers

made out their entertainment as they could,

with great patience and cheerfulnefs, being

- very pleafant agreeable men, and the General

extremely fo. The French had made the

Bifhop a prefent of feven barrels of flour,

brought from their own country, which had

been very good, but was a little heated in the

voyage: this, made into what is called Aim

cakes, ferved tolerably well for bread, as

there was neither brewing for fome time, nor

barm. The floop did not arrive to our relief

till after the General was gone.

If the people of Killalla were diftreflfed to

find accommodation for the multitude of

officers that now poured in upon them, they

experienced yet greater inconvenience from

the predatory habits of the foldiery. The

regiments that came fo their alfiftance, being

all militia, feeraed to think they had a right

to take the. property they had been the means
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of preferving, and to ufe it as their own,

whenever they flood in need of it. Their

rapacity differed in no refpecl from that of

the rebels, except that they fcized upon

th ings with fomewhat lefs of ceremony or

excufe, and that his Majefty’s foldiers were

incomparably fuperior to the Irilh traitors in

dexterity at flealing. In confequence, the

towm very foon grew weary of their guefls,

and were glad to fee them marched off to

other quarters. It is but juftice to the regi-

ment that has remained at Killalla evertince,

the Prince of Wales’s Fencibles, to acknow-

ledge, that they have always behaved them-

felvcs with the greatefl propriety, under the

orders of thofe two excellent officers, Lieut.-

.Col. Macartney and Major Winstanley.

Let it be remembered alfo, to the honour

of our excellent Chief Governor, that as foon

as the country was reduced to quiet, Marquis

Cornwallis fent two commiffioners to

Killalla and its vicinity, for the exprefs pur-

pofe of afcertaining the damages done by

the King’s troops; and that, in March fol-

lowing, all authenticated claims on that ac-
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count were difcharged in full by an order on

the national bank.

The court-martial began the day after the

battle, and fat in the houfe of Mr. M<'iiin-

soN. Their proceedings at hrft appeared

extremely flow, conlidcring the multitudes

they had to try; not lefs than 75 prifoners at

Killalla, and 1 10 at Ballina, bolides thofe who

might be brought in daily. The two lirfi;

perfons tried at this tribunal wore General

Bellew, and Mr. Richard Bourke, who

Jiave been already introduced to the acquaint-

ance of. the reader. The latter, after exerting

his bell endeavours to prolong the contell

' with the King’s troops, had imitated the

craft fometimes obfervaole in the fox; he had

flipt in with the crowd of loyalills, and was

found, with every appearance of a peaceable

fubject, fitting in the Bilhop’s lobby, and

chatting familiarly with different people as

they entered, till he was recognized and taken

into cuftody by Mr. Ormsby. The trial of

thefe two criminals was Ihoit. They were

found guilty on Monday evening, and hanged

the next morning in the park behind the
*

Cafile. Contemptible for diunkennefs and
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vulgar manners, they fell without exciting

a fentiment of compaffion.

Roger Macguire, our late ambaffador

to Caitlebar, occafioned fome delay. It was

urged in his favour, particularly by Dean

1 HOMPSON, that in their late journey he

had often heard him fpeak to the people in

favour of pacific meafures, and of lenity to

the Protefiants. On the other hand. General

Trench and his officers could not readily

forget the infolent behaviour of this young

fellow at Caftlebar, under which affuraed car-

riage he ftrove to conceal his apprehenfion

of danger, when he was fo grlevoufly (and

indeed fo inconfiderately) threatened by Mr.

Denis Browne and others, on bis entering

the town, as we have already obferved. After

a long imprifonment at Killalla, Macguire

was tranfmitted to Caftlebar, where at laft he

received fentence to be tranfported to Botany-

bay. His father, the brewer, was hanged:

his brothers, more active in treafon and mis-

chief than himfelf, have not yet been taken.

Broken weather increafed the difficulty of

keeping a force together in fuch a place as

Killalla, their tents affording a poor fhelter
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affainfl the rain and llorms of this feafon ofo

the year. General Trench therefore made

hafte to clear the wild diftricts of the Laggan

and Erris by pufhing detach.ments into each,

who were able to do little more than to burn

a number of cabins; for the people had too

many hiding-places to be eafily overtaken.

Enough however was effected to imprefs upon

the minds of the fufferers a conviction, that

joining with the enemies of the country

againft their lawful fovereign was not a mat-

ter of fo little moment as they had ignorantly

imagined; and probably the memory of what

they now endured will not be effaced for

years. There are, I know, who think dif-

ferently, who fay thefe mountaineers will be

always ripe for infurreblion, and who urge in

proof the mlfchief they have done very lately

by robbery and houghing of cattle. Yet

furely our common nature will incline us to

make fome conceflion to the feelings of men
driven, though by their own fault, from their

farms and their dwellings, wretched dwell-

ings to be fure, but to them—(that poor

fellow’s lefTon to the Bifhop* is worth re*

* Page 125.
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memberlng !)—to them as valuable as to the

grandee his palace. Let a man look round

from the fummit of one of thofe mountains

that guard our ifland againft the incurfions of

the Atlantic, and fav what he fliould think

of palling a winter among them without the

covering of a hut.

The difpofal of the powder left at the

Caftle by the French was one of the firft

things that occupied the attention of General

Trench, efpecially after the accident, men-

tioned above, had made every body fenfible

of the neceflity of fpeedily removing it. He
wrote that very day to government, and

delired to have his Excellency’s commands

refpedling it
:
yet the carriages did not arrive

for tranfporting it to Athlone till the fifth of

Odtober, probably from the difficulty of pro-

curing the means of conveyance atthat feafon.

The Bifiiop was heartily glad to be rid of this

depofit, if that might be fo named, which

was placed in his hands againft his will and

confent. The French, as the reader will fee

by the annexed affidavit of Captain Bull,

took it into their heads to be angry with the

Biftiop for betraying their powder to the
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King’s officer; as if he owed them allegiance,

or was refponllble for a truft he had not un-

dertaken, and which he would have rejected

with abhorrence. All the ffiare he had in

faving this powder for his Majelly’s ufe con-

fided in fuggefting to the Commandant the

real and abfolute impoffibility of throwing it

into the fea, in the prefence of people who

waited eagerly and continually to feize it for

their own deftructive purpofes. The powder,

though coarfe, was faid to be good enough for

ufe: the whole, at Is. the pound, mufthave

been worth upwards of 13001. flerling.
«

On the 2£)th, an addrefs was prefented to

Gen. Trench from the barony of Tyrawley,

thanking him and his army for the good fer-

vice of Sunday lafl, to which a polite anfwer

was prefently returned by the General. They

have appeared in the public prints.

The opportunity of an efcort to Caftlebar

carried away from us this day our worthy

friends the Thompsons, with their three

.

boys and a girl, a family whofe real value we

thould hardly have known but for our capti-

vity. Mr. Fortescue embraced the fame

opportunity. And the fucceeding day, by
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the cleparfure of General Trench with the

Kerry officers to Caftlebar, left the town of

Killalla to the defence of the Prince of Wales’s

Fencibles, who have remained there ever

tince.* The detachment that had been fent

into Erris on the 30th September returned

the 7th of the following month, after futfer-

ing and inffidling a good deal of mifeiy.

As the florm of war feemed now to have

fpent its force, the Biffiop began to try what

he could do in order to render his lituatlon

at Killalla eafv at leall, if he could not reftore

the comfortable poiture in which the inva-

lion found him. His greateft inconvenience

was, that it was out of his power, as matters

Hood, to return to the excl alive ufe of his

own houfe. The guard, which was relieved

every day, being ttationed in one of the offices

at the Cattle, it l:»ecame a duty of common
politenefs to offer a bed to the officer that

commanded the guard. The fame compli-

ment could hardly be refuted to another

officer of the regiment, who coming later

than the reft to Killalla could not poffibly

• To the time when this narrative was firft publilhed

in 1/99- •
' -

r
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find a lodging in the town. And thefe two

officers naturally grew to be nieffimates in the

family, the Bifhop wifhing, by every means

in his power, to lliew his fenfe of the pro-

tection afforded to the town by his Majetly’s

army-. But the labour and wearinefs of liv-

ing thus in a manner In public, and for a

conftancy, may be eaflly conceived, at leaft

it need not be defcribed to any man that is

fond of retirement and ftudy. The meffing

indeed was laid ahde, from the moment the

gentlemen were aware of the Bilhop’s ina-

bility to bear the annoyance of continual

public dinners: but the bed-chambers could

not be refufed; a circumftance which pre-

cluded the exercife of hofpitallty towards the

Biffiop’s friends or his clergy, his own family

being fo numerous. Neither was it by any

means clear to the people of Kiilalla, if they

fet themfelves to repair the damages they

had fuftained by the war, that they would be

able to enjoy the fruits of their labour. The

winter was coming on; a multitude of rebels

were fcattered through the mountains, likely

to be rendered defperate by want; and per-

haps too the French might find means to
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cffcci' another and a more powerful invafion In

the fame place where they had landed before.

Thefe reafons were repeatedly urged to

the Bifhop by his friends in the capital to in-

duce him to remove with his family thither

without delay; but he had fixed his refolu-

tion to remain where he was for that winter.

After the Ioffes he had fuftained, his eir-

cumftances ftood in the way of an expenfive

journey to Dublin: and if that had not been

the cafe, he found by many trials, that his

prefence was likely to be ufeful to his coun-

try neighbours, either in aflifting to obtain

compenfation for them, or clearing them from

ill-founded charges of difaffe6fion. From the

rebels in the mountains he apprehended no

danger, as long as the military were left to

protect the town) and as to another attempt

from the French in the very fame quarter,

and on the verge of winter, it was an event

too far removed from probability to be a rea-

fonable ground for retreating. ,

But experience quickly proved, that what

is not probable may neverthelefs be very true.

On the morningof the 27th of 0<5tober, 1798,

three of the fame fi'igates which had brought
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over Humbert’s army in Augufl, in com-

pany with a fourth, carrying altogether

2000 land forces, anchored in the bay of Kil-

lalla, precifely in the fpot where they had

made good their firft landing. They formed

a part of the armament, which, fo happily

for Ireland and the Britifli empire, was de-

flroyed by the glorious adfion off Rutland,

under the aufpices of Sir John B. Warren,
The alarm was taken the moment thefe Ihips

appeared ; for our late fufferings had taught

us what might be expected from veflels of

that fize. Two officers of the Prince of

Wales’s, Captain Bull, and Lieut. Leurry,
«

were fent at different times by Major Win-

STANLEY, to enquire what they were, and if

friends, to deliver dlfpatches which had juft

come down to him from the capital. A party

under the orders of Captain Fraser went to

take their ftation behind Kilcummin-head,7 •

under which the (hips were moored, about a

league from Killalla, to watch and make

reports.

The officers not returning in the time ex-

pected, the panic became univ(?rfal. Every

male inhabitant in the place crowded to

M
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Steeple-hill, anxioufly looking out to the

fliips, and forming conjedtures. An old failor,

who had often feen the like, pronounced them

to be French by their white fails, and by their

feeming to Hand out of the water more than

ours. At length a yeoman horfeman ap-

peared on the oppofite hill, coming down

in full gallop. To the fpeftators his out-

ftretched arms told the bad news even be-

fore , his words :
“ Captain Fraser had bid

him fay to the Major, the fhips were certainly

Frencl), and the enemy was landing.” It

was dlfcovered, after the fright was pafl'ed,

that this peftilent fellow had truly reported

only half his melfage; for he was charged

to fay, “ the enemy was not yet landed.” But

either his wits were unfettled by terror, or

he was carried away by the paffion men feel

for relating marvellous news, let it be ever

fo horrible.

In half an hour the town of Killalla had

fcarcely an inhabitant left, except the mili-

tary. The occafion was fo inflant, that every

body was in motion before they had time to

reflect how they Ihould go, or whether they

ought to go at all: for the weather was cold
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and ftormy, the road to the next town (Bai-

lina) deep mud, efpecially near Killalla, and

the laft invafion had left to very few any other

means of conveyance but tlieir feet. On
foot the blfhop fet out at the head of liis

whole houfhold, except two fons, who ftaid

to preferve their father’s property as long as

they could. Two little daughters by his fide

waded through the dirt. The other children

got upon cars, with their mother and aunt,

invalids, that had not been expofed to the

air for the laft two months, and one of them,

Mrs. Stock, liable on any cold to a fudden
«

attack of the gout in her ftomach, which

had more than once threatened her exiltence.

While they were on the road, guffs of wind,

and at laft a heavy fhower of hail, fell on

them. All feemed to the Bifhop to be now

over. He mufl expert to lofe the mother of

fuch a family, the companion with whom he

had paired twenty years of his life in the

funfhine of a mofl perfect agreement, a fun-

fliine abfolutely uninterrupted by one tran-

fient cloud. He faw i.t, almoft. without a

reflection. I'liere is a paufe of mind on the

apprehended, exploflon of fome enormoua

M 2
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mifchief, refembllng the Itillnefs tliat fills the

horizon before a thunder-clap. At intervals

;—when thought returned—what he was

able to do he did. He raifed his eyes, and

adored in filence the uplifted hand of the

Almighty. That hand, as. he had foon the

happinefs to experience, was lifted, not to

deftroy, but to fave.

The proceffion reached Ballina about fix in

the evening, after a march of two hours, in

the courfe of which they pafifed the Armagh

militia, hafteningtoKillalla to join the Prince

of Wales’s. And here the Bifhop and his

family were much indebted to the hofpita-

lity of Brigade-Major Cunningham and his

lady, that they did not fuffer more by fo un-

feafonable a flight. The houfe in which the

Major refided was Colonel King’s, in happier

times one of the beft and mofl: comfortable

dwellings in the whole country; but it had

fuft'ered fo much damage in the rebellion,

when it was occupied by Truc, that it was

now no eafy matter to find a warm feat in it,

fcarcely a window being without one or more

broken panes of glafs, and a furious wind

pervading the whole houfe. However, the
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entire groupe of fugitives had got into bed,

when at midnight an exprefs came to the

Major from Killalla, with intelligence, which

that good-natured officer thought his guefts

would be glad to hear immediately, though

they were awaked out of tlieir fleep for it.

Major WiNSTANLEY had fentword, that the

French frigates had fuddcnly flipt their ca-

bles, and withdrawn from our bay.

The two officers that were carried off by

this fquadron to France, Mefirs. Bull and

Leurry, found tliclr way back again to their

regiment near four months afterwards. From

their report it appears, that a cutter they had

on the watch having apprized the enemy

that an Engiilh fquadron was heaving in fight,

for which they were confeious they were not

a match, they made off to fea with fo much

precipitation, that the largeft frigate cut her

cable, leaving an anchor behind her, which is

thought to be very well worth the weighing

up. The fquadron was clofe purfued by two

line-of-battle fhips, the Caefar and the Tre-
t

mendous (as report faid), even to the diftance

of ninety leagues, and had for a confiderable

time very little hope of an efcape, though
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tliey at laft effedled it by throwing every

thing they could fpare overboard, and thus

outfailing Ihips that w’ere crippled in the late

action with the Hoche and others.

Next day with joyful hearts all the inha-

bitants of Killalla returned home, where no

mifchlef had happened during their fliort

abfence. By the good providence of God
the ladies of the Bilhop’s family efcaped the

danger to their health, of which they had

fo much reafon to be apprehenllve; nor did

any of the children take cold, except one

little girl that walked, who had a low fever

in confequence, which did not quit her for

three weeks.

After this alarm, there was no refitting the

importunity of the Blfhop’s friends, recalling

him to Dublin. To flay longer In a port of

fo much danger was generally pronounced to

be a tempting of Providence. Their argu-

ments would have carried irriefiftible weight

(had a further weight been necefiary), if the

Bilhop or his friends had then been in pof-

feflion of the intelligence, which they have

fince received from Capt. BuLL, whofe tefti->

iDony is here laid before the reader.
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“ Captain Joseph Bull, of the Prince of

Wales’s Fenclble Infantry, who was taken

prifoner by the fleet in Killalla-bay, being

fent out with difpatches by order of the com-

manding officer, maketh oath and faith

:

“ That on his being taken on board, and

during his voyage to France in La Concorde

French frigate, he was often told by moft of

the officers on board, both naval and military,

, that had they landed their troops when they

appeared in the bay of Kfllalla on the 27 th

of October, they had the moft pofitive orders

to fend the Bifhop of Killalla and his family

immediately prifoners to France.

“ That 'on his (Capt. Bull’s) alking them

the reafon of this ftep, their anfwer was, that

the Bilhop had betrayed the town to the

King’s troops, and had likewife delivered up

the ammunition that was brought in by the

French during the time they were in pof-

feffion of the town of Killalla.
'

.

“ Capt. Bull further fays, he took every

ftep that he thought was likely to prove this

report entirely groundlefs, but is forry to fay
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without effect. And fays, that had they met

with any oppofitlon in landing, their deter-

mination was to lay the town in alhes.”

“ Sworn before me at Killalla, March 1, 1199.

“ William Kirkwood.”
“ Joseph Bull, captain of

the Prince of Wales’s

Fencible Regiment.”

The public is alfo here prefented with the

original letter of General Humbert, of which

a tranflatlon was given In Jones’s laft nar-

rative of the rebellion.

“ Le General Humbert.

“ A Milord I’Eveque de Killalla.

“ DotivreSf le 26 Octobre^ 1798.

“ Milord,

“ ETANT fur le point de rentrer en

France, je dois vous temoigner les fentimens

diftingues que vous m’ avez toujours infpire.

Apres avoir eij I’avantage de vous connoitre.



[ 199 ]

j’ai toujours regrette que le hafard et mon
devoir de militaire m’aient oblige, en portant

le fleau de la guerre dans votre voifinage, a

troubler le bonheur domeftique dont vous

jouiffiez, et que vous meritez a tousles egards.

Trop heureux, d en rentrant dans nia patrie,

je puls me flatter d’avoir acquis quelques

titres a votre eftime. Independamment des

raifons particulieres que j’ai pour vous aimer

et vous eftlmer, le tableau que le Cltoyen

Charost me trace de toutes vos bontes pour

lui et fes officiers, tant avant qu’ apres la

reddition de Killalla, fera pour moi un titre

eternel d’eftime et de reconnoiflance.

“ Je vous prie, Milord, d’en accepter I’ex-

preflion, et d’en faire part a votre eftimable

famille.

“ Je fuis, avec la plus haute eftime,

“ Milord,

Votres tres humble ferviteur,

“ HUMBERT.”

FINIS.
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“THE FEENCH IN KILLUa IN 1798/

i

The sheet anchor of the United Irishmen had al-

N^ ays been the arrival of the French. It was to

this great event that they all turned v/ith unfailing

f;c-nfidence and hope. It was for this th?.t W'olfe

Tone spent his energies, and travelled to Paris to

work on the Directory. It v'as this that animated

their counsels and inspired their songb. One oi

the street ballads, sung by thousands at their secret

meetings, is the well-known Shan Van Vocht. The

first verse runs thus :
—

" O, the French arc on the saj

Says the Shan Yaii Vocht;
^

The French are on the say
Says the Shan Van Vocht, .

--

O, the French are in the bay,
They’ll Ije here without delay.

And the Orangfe will decay.
Says the Shan Van Vocht.” 1

,

The hope seemed to be realised when ten French 1

ships of vv^ar anchored in Bantry Bay in December,

I*

’96—“a long line of dark hulls resting on the green

^
water. ,But the stars in their course fought

[
against Si.sera. A hurricane arose, and Vice-Ad-

f
J

miral Bouvet clipped anchor and sailed for Brest,

thus’ dealing a fatal blow to the disaffected Irish
^

r party, w ho took no trouble to conceal their chagrin.

was a year and a half after this hasco—in the
|

month of August, ’98—when the fire of the rebellion
’’ had burnt to a^hes, that another French fleet set
' sail for Ireland, this time from La Rochelle. It

,,
consisted of three frigates—La Concorde, La Fran-
chise, and La Medee. General Humbert com-

’ manded the land forces, which amounted to 1,500
men. English colours were hoisted on the main-

- mast for the purpose of misleading any cruisers that
• might be about. The first intention was to make

for the Donegal coast, but the course was diverted.
There v,’ers so many bays in the w^est that stretched
out their capacious arms as if inviting shelter, that ^

it w'as easy to turn into one of them. The troops,
too, w^ere impatient and Nveary of confinement.
Instead of making for the larger bay of Sligo,

y V here perhaps some opposition might Lave been
encountered, the frigates, aiter passing Down-

^
Patrick Head on the right, took a southerly direc-

tion and entered the bay of Killala.

Only those who have seen it can know how lovely
it is, especially on a bright morning in August.

•• At the estuary the faint greyish blue of the Donegal
!

mountains rises, cone like, from the sea. Further
inland, the summits of the Sligo range lift their
misty heads, and right in front is a line of daz-

j

ingly v/hite sand banks.



JNo sails, no steamers are to be seen. ^ Just as it

was when the French arrived a hundred years ago,
'

so it is now. Here and there a flat-bottomed fish-

injy boat dots this solitary inlet of the Atlantic,

buo nothing more. On the right side of the bay,

opposite to the Sligo side, there are no upstanding
rocks except our headland, Kilcummin Head, a

bold limestone rock facing the sea. Its smooth
flakes of stone are as clean and bare as if they had
been cut with a knife. Under Kilcummin Head
the waves beat in winter with terrific force, and on
a summer day deep limpid pools appear, which show
how clear the water is when it is at rest. Kilcum-
min is called after a celebrated saint of the West,
St. Cummin, who lies buried in the nettle-grown
churchyard close by. There is a holy well, too,

with a stone cover, sacred to the saint, and en-

dowed Avith special curative \drtues. Pilgrims
perform there every day. From all parts they
come kneeling by the holy well, then going on to

the saint’s grave, wdiere they count their beads and
say prayers with the most implicit fairii. It Avas

just under the spot where the Coastguard Station
now stands that the French resolved to land, for

the water Avas not deep enough for their frigates

higlier up. The stone is still shoAvn on Avhich

Humbert put his foot when he reached Irish

giound. The great difficulty was to find enough
boats to bring the troops ashore. It so happened
that the son- of a Sligo landed proprietor, a lad

named Harloe Irwin, happened to be out fishing at

the time. He Avas taken prisoner, his boat cap-

tured, and he was brought before the French
leader, Savary, who, hoAvever, released him, on
his giAung his parole cVhonneur that he wouP? not

take up arm-^ against the French, or giA^e assistance

to their enemies. The parole d'honiieur^ one copy
in French, one in English, has been carefully

pre.served by the Irwin family as a relic. Another
Avas the son of the Bishop of Killala, who was also

out in the bay on that memorable 22nd Aus^ust.
uSlrarks of tents are still shown in the fields above
Kilcummin, but it is doubtful if the French army
er.camped there. The probability is that they
pushed on with speed toArards the little toArn of

Killala, six miles higher up the ba^y. Here they
might obtain provisions and allie.s. The ignorant
peasantry of Kilcuminiu only stared at them with
indinerence.

Killala is chiefly remarkable for if® Round *

Tower, 84 feet high and 54 feet in circumference.
It is in excellent preservation, and looks doAvn on
the head of the bay, which, when the tide is* out,

presents nothing but a dreary expanse of Avet sand, i

Avith lines of hungry wliite-Avinged gulls, feeding !

on the s>liellfish. The principal house in the toAvn

Avhen the French took -possession of it Avas the old

castle, then occupied by the Protestant bishop, and
noAv turned into a Avorkhouse. It still has Avails

fiA^e feet thick, long narroAv Av^indow's, sloping smal-
ler towards the inside, and large Ioav rooms. The
hall is squaie, with a handsome Avide oak stair-

case. The Bishop of Killala in the year ’98 was



Joseph Stock. Ho was the eldest sen of Mr. Luke
i Stock, a prosperous hosier of Dublin, who by his in-

dustiy accumulated a fortune of £20,000. Joseph
!

wat5 born at Esisex Bridge, Dublin, January 2nd,
,

1742. It wUuS fortunate for him that just £is he wa^
emerging into boyhood a certain Dr. Gast, the de-

scendant of a French Huguenot family, opened a

1
school in Dublin, and received Joseph Stock as

one of his first pupils. Young Stock not only
learned to speak French fluently, an accomplish-
ment which served him in good stead during his

intercourse with the French soldiers, but he also

received a fair classical educa/tion, so that in five

!

years he was able to enter at Trinity College. He
|

i showed so much promise during his univeinity !

Cixreer that he was advised to stand for a fellov/-
j

ship, which he succeeded in gaining v^hen he wa-s

only twenty-one.
^
He further distinguis'hed him-

, self by publishing translations of the Philippics

I Demosthenes, of Lucian’s Dialogues, and other
^ cla^i'Sicai works.

Dr. Stock was also a good Hebrew scholar,

cheerful, joyous, generous, and light-hearted. He
wais a man of many friends, lovable and beloved.

A married life was more attractive to him than the

dull monotony of a college fellowship, which then
involved compulsoiy celibacy. His first wife was
Mrs. Palmer, a widow with several children. After
her death he made himself happy, during his latter

years, with a second wife, and his “ dearest” Mary
Wiis quite ub much beloved as his “ Kate” had been!

On the morning of his wedding with No. 2 he af-

fectionately kissed the portrait of No. 1. He had
none of the solemnity and solidity which charac-

teri^^-^d many of his brethren on the bench of

bbshops. He dearly loved a joke, and his letters

: v/ere full of gaiety and brightness. He was pro-

moted to the See of Killala in 1798, only a lev/

. months before the arrival of the French. At this

I

time he was fifty-six, hale and vigorous. His

[

household a large one. Besides domestic ser-

^
vants, it consisted of Mrs. Stock (his first wife), her

frieu^d Ml'S. Cope, eleven children, one nephew, and
the Rev. W. Burrows, the tutor. His eldest son,

Arthur, was just sixteen. In the month of August
the yearly visitation took place, and an assemblage
of black coats had gathered at the castle for dinner.

It wafe then that the astounding news of the land-

ing of the French fell like a bomb-shot on the little

town. The bishop begins his letter as folloxvs :— i

Killala, August 23, 1798.
“ ‘Lord guard us.’ Here come tfie French, sure I

enough. They have taken Killala, and are in this

house at the moment I am writing. . . . Yes-
j

terday morning v/e descried three very large shi})s '

in our bay, so near the shore that Ave could plainly *

see them carrying English colours. This tempted
t my two sons, E^win and Arthur, to throw them-

j

I

iiselves into a fishing boat, together with the port I

‘ surveyor, and put ofi' for ivhat the}’’ long to see,

English men-of-Avar. Tliey Avero made prisoners,

[

aiKl Arthur and the surveyor are still in their

;
hands. EdAvin they brought ashore AAdth them,
poi^ibly because he spoke French. We remained

.



without suspicion, a large company ol us dining ai

the aistle, whom the visitation that was to be this

day had assembled under my roof. Tv/o officers of

the Ca.rabiniers, qihirtered at Ballina, made part of

the companj^, and we were just rising from oui wine
to join the women, when a terrihedi messenger
brought news that the French were landed about
a mile from us, and were in Tull march to the towm,
about 300 oi them. The yeomanry had l^een col-

lected, and made up fifty, Avith the help of the

Prince of Wales’ Fenciblee, noAv here. The Cara-
binier officer rode off in full speed Avith the.news to

Ballina^ The yeomen and Pencibles stood the first

fire in the streets
;
but seeing two of their body

,

killed, they Avere seized Avith a panic and fied,

lea-Afing their captain to stand near fifty shots be-

fore he w’c>;s taken. The tA^m persons killed Avere

ouv^ apothecary and another j^eoman, much I’e-

gretted. Presently EdAvin appeared at oui gate

Avith a-nothei prisoner, following the 'French

General, Avhose name it seems is Humbert. The
enemy marched finally into my courtyard, seized

on the English officer, Silles, and his tAventy men,
and demanded to see M. L’EAreque. I appeared,

and haA^e had full emplo^nnent ever since as inter-

preter, and still more as a liberal contributoi to
,

Iho AA’ants of a brave people, they say, Avho are come
to set us at liberty from the English A^oke. 1 shall

I
have liberty, AA’ith a witness, if they go on as they

have begun, for they have already put into requisi-

tion fiA^e of my horses, fiA-e sheep, one bullock, and
all my bread and meat. For our losses, we are all

^

to have punctual payment from the Irish Directoiy,
j

which is ^oon to be set up iu Cqrmaught. .You I

r

may judge Avhat a time Ave had aU last night-with
half the females of the toAvn in this house, and
scarcely a bed for the half of AA'hat remained here.

Mrs. t^tc-ck and poor Mary w^'ere true heroines, in*

tent only on accommodating the refugee* and chit
dren.”

“ The story of this inva-sion,” says the bishop,
“as

I

collect it from the French, is as follows:—

f

Fifteen hundred men, most of them of the army of

Italy, embarked in a dark night about eighteen
days ago from Rochelle, eluded (beyond their own
expectation) the vigilance of the English fleet clos€

beside them, fe tolled a long co'mpass, and instead
of landing in Donegal, as they wished, were un-
fortunately pushed by the winds upon us. Their
naA^al force is tAAm frigates of forty-four grins, and
one of thirty-eight tA^elve pounders.”

. The French announced that they only formed the
Aningiiard of an army of 30,000 men, AAdio were t-o

leave France in small squadrons, and, if able to
elude the English fleet, Avould be in Ireland in a
fortnight, carrying revolution and liberty to their

supporters.



The event showed that, instead of nine pieces oi

cannon and arms for a hundred thousand meui
which Ihey boasted they had with them, they ^

only two four pounders and amis for 5,504 men.
“ The green flag,” continues the bishop,

“

mounted on the front gate of the castle, inscribed

Erin-go-Bra^h, and the people are invited to join

their standard and be free and happy. I write in

the midst of inteiTruptfoms and great drowsiness.

This morning, after a hearty breakfast given to

three hundred men at my expense in a house which
they had turned into a pigsty, forty horsemen
were mounted on the best horses in the country',

and began their march towards Ballina. They
talk of proceeding tcwards Sligo to-morrow, and
will rid us of their company, if we take care to

furnish them with piwisions and with carriages

to moimt their artil]re^3^”

The total number of French that lamded was
actually ascertained to be 1,100 men, including 70
officers. A garrison of about 200 men remained
with the Bishop of Killala, under the command of

Colonel Charost and two ether French officers.

Charost was the one that wa-s most esteemed and
liked. The bishop says he was forty-five years old,

inclined to he far, with a cheerful couiiienance (io

spite of a blemish in one eye), and fiill of martia"
and bodily vigour. He was bom in Paris, but
spent the greater part of h:h life on a plantation a1

St. Domingo, which yielded him an income of

£2,000 a year till the troubles of 'the island forced

him ‘to* take to a military life, and to leave ^behind

him his wife and one daughter. He came to Franco
some time after the beginning of the Revolution,

was at first in the lying’s service, but complied with
the times, and shared bed and board with his <

brother at La R-ochelle, till he was called on xo go|
out on the expedition to Ireland as chief de demi '

brigade, answering to our lieutenant-colonel. He
told the bishop that his father was a Catho*

I

lie, his mother a Protestant, and for himself be had
his religion to seek. ‘‘He believes in one God,”
adds the kindly bishop, “ is not sure of the reality

of a future state, but is very sure that he ought to

be just and kind to all his fellow-creatures so long
as he continues here.”

Charost was able to keep very strict discipline

amongst his soldiers. When he arrived the hall at

the castle was hung roimd with hats, cloaks, and
surtoubs, belonging to the guests as well as the
bishop’s family, yet not an article waa taken from
the pegs

;
in the garden it was the same. IVhen

preparing the officers’ .soup the cook sent a soldier

or two to dig up onions, of which they might take

3j pound a day, but they would not touch a parcel

of cMiions which the gardener had laid on a gravel

walk to dry in the sim. These onions were spared,

,
because the gardener had bestowed labour on

= them. Full praise is given to this adinbable self-

,
command.—“ Ballina Herald.”




